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Ten Fun Facts About Halloween 
 
1. Americans now spend over $350 million a year on      
 halloween costumes. 
2. The custom of trick or treating did not become com
 mon until the 1950s. 
3. October is by far the most popular month to release 
 a horror movie. 
4. All Soul's Day falls on November 2nd. 
5. 20 million Halloween cards are sent out each year. 
6. Halloween candy is big business. 
7. Bobbin' for apples is a fortune-telling or wish-
 making enterprise. 
8. The fear of Halloween is called "samhainophobia." 
9. Several places around the  U.S.have passed laws 
 and ordinances around the 
 holiday. 
10.The English aren't all that fond of 
 Halloween. 
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Monday October 11- Co-
lumbus Day School Closed 
 
 
 

Fall Festival 

Tiny Tots 
Playroom 

News 
Monday October 11- Co-
lumbus Day School Closed 
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News 

Monday October 1  1- Co-
lumbus Day School Closed 
 
Friday October 29 -  End of 
First Grading Period 

 
  

“Be on the look-
out” For schedul-
ing conferences 
in November 
sign-up forms 
will be out at the 
end of October. 

Blue Bird of 
Vienna  
News 
Monday  
October 11- Columbus Day 
School Closed 

We do not want to see 
your car towed. 
PLEASE park in the 
designated area ONLY.  
We are receiving com-
plaints from neighbors 
when their spaces are 
occupied 

 

      “Flu season“  
Virginia Department of 
Health encourages eve-
ryone to get the Flu-shot  

Christopher Columbus 
Legacy of Christopher Co-
lumbus 
The explorer Christopher 
Columbus made four trips 
across the Atlantic Ocean 
from Spain: in 1492, 1493, 
1498 and 1502. He was de-
termined to find a direct 
water route west from Eu-
rope to Asia, but he never 
did. Instead, he stumbled 
upon the Americas. Though 
he did not really “discover” 
the New World—millions 
of people already lived 
there—his journeys marked 
the beginning of centuries 
of exploration of North and 
South America. 



 
 

Costume Safety 
Wear flame retardant costumes. 
Make sure your Halloween costume is colorfast so the color 
doesn't run onto your other clothes if it rains. 
Try on costumes before Halloween to allow time for altering. 
Hem your costumes so you don't trip and fall. 
Apply reflective tape to your Halloween costumes. 
Avoid cumbersome masks. Use make-up instead. 
Use only hypoallergenic and non-toxic makeup. 
Wear comfortable, practical shoes. 
Double tie your shoelaces so you don't trip. 
Keep your costume and wig away from candles. 
Don't carry fake swords, guns, knives or similar accessories that 
look authentic. Make sure they're flexible and cannot harm any-
one. 

Trick-or-Treating Tips 
Plan your route ahead of time. 
Trick or treat in familiar neighborhoods. 
Carry a flashlight with fresh batteries after dark. 
Take along money for a phone call. 
Wear identification that's easy to read. 
Always trick or treat in groups, accompanied by an adult. 
Follow a curfew and take a watch with a backlight. 
Stay on the sidewalks and out of the streets. Cross only at inter-
sections and designated crosswalks. 
Walk. No running. 
Don't trample through flower beds and gardens. 
Watch out for open flames in jack-o-Lanterns. 
Walk with your head up and be aware of your surroundings. 
Only visit well lit houses. Don't stop at dark houses. 
Don't enter any houses unless you know the people. 
Carry a spare Halloween bag, in case yours breaks or you fill 
your original one. 
Don't approach unfamiliar pets and animals. 
Don't cut across yards and stay out of backyards. 
Follow traffic signals and don't jaywalk. 
Always watch for cars backing up or turning. 
Review the "stop, drop and roll" procedure in case your costume 
catches on fire. 
Never accept rides from strangers. 
Respect other people and their property. 
Be polite and say "thank you". 
Don't eat any candy until it's inspected for tampering under 
bright lights. 
Avoid candy that has loose wrappings, is unwrapped, has punc-
ture holes, or is homemade. 
Small children should not be allowed hard candy they may choke 
on. 
Report any suspicious or criminal activity to an adult or the po-
lice. 
 

October 28 1940  
Italy invades Greece 
 
On October 28, 1940, Mussolini’s army, al-
ready occupying Albania, invades Greece in 
what will prove to be a disastrous military 
campaign for the Duce’s forces. 
 
Mussolini surprised everyone with this move 
against Greece; even his ally, Adolf Hitler, 
was caught off-guard, especially since the 
Duce had led Hitler to believe he had no such 
intention. Hitler denounced the move as a 
major strategic blunder. According to Hitler, 
Mussolini should have concentrated on North 
Africa, continuing the advance into Egypt. 
Even Mussolini’s own chief of army staff 
found out about the invasion only after the 
fact. 
 
Despite being warned off an invasion of 
Greece by his own generals, despite the lack 
of preparedness on the part of his military, 
despite that it would mean getting bogged 
down in a mountainous country during the 
rainy season against an army willing to fight 
tooth and nail to defend its autonomy, Mus-
solini moved ahead out of sheer hubris, con-
vinced he could defeat the Greeks in a matter 
of days. He also knew a secret, that millions 
of lire had been put aside to bribe Greek poli-
ticians and generals not to resist the Italian 
invasion. Whether the money ever made it 
past the Italian fascist agents delegated with 
the responsibility is unclear; if it did, it clear-
ly made no difference whatsoever-the Greeks 
succeeded in pushing the Italian invaders 
back into Albania after just one week, and 
the Axis power 
spent the next three 
months fighting for 
its life in a defen-
sive battle.  
 
To make matters 
worse, virtually 
half the Italian fleet 
at Taranto had been 
crippled by a Brit-
ish carrier-based 
attack. Mussolini 
had been humiliat-
ed. 



October 22 1797 First 
parachute jump is 
made over Paris 
The first parachute jump of note is 
made by André-Jacques Garnerin 
from a hydrogen balloon 3,200 feet 
above Paris. 
 
Leonardo da Vinci conceived the idea 
of the parachute in his writings, and 
the Frenchman Louis-Sebastien 
Lenormand fashioned a kind of para-
chute out of two umbrellas and 
jumped from a tree in 1783, but André
-Jacques Garnerin was the first to de-
sign and test parachutes capable of 
slowing a man’s fall from a high alti-
tude. 
 
Garnerin first con-
ceived of the possibil-
ity of using air re-
sistance to slow an 
individual’s fall from 
a high altitude while a 
prisoner during the 
French Revolution. 
Although he never 
employed a parachute 
to escape from the high ramparts of 
the Hungarian prison where he spent 
three years, Garnerin never lost inter-
est in the concept of the parachute. In 
1797, he completed his first para-
chute, a canopy 23 feet in diameter 
and attached to a basket with suspen-
sion lines. 
 
On October 22, 1797, Garnerin at-
tached the parachute to a hydrogen 
balloon and ascended to an altitude of 
3,200 feet. He then clambered into the 
basket and severed the parachute from 
the balloon. As he failed to include an 
air vent at the top of the prototype, 
Garnerin oscillated wildly in his de-
scent, but he landed shaken but unhurt 
half a mile from the balloon’s takeoff 
site. In 1799, Garnerin’s wife, Jeanne-
Genevieve, became the first female 
parachutist. In 1802, Garnerin made a 
spectacular jump from 8,000 feet dur-
ing an exhibition in England. He died 
in a balloon accident in 1823 while 
preparing to test a new parachute. 

October 19 1781  
Americans defeat the British at Yorktown 
Hopelessly trapped at Yorktown, Virginia, British General Lord Corn-
wallis surrenders 8,000 British soldiers and seamen to a larger Franco-
American force, effectively bringing an end to the American Revolu-
tion. 
 
Lord Cornwallis was one of the most capable British generals of the 
American Revolution. In 1776, he drove General George Washington’s 
Patriots forces out of New Jersey, and in 1780 he won a stunning victo-
ry over General Horatio Gates’ Patriot army at Camden, South Carolina. 
Cornwallis’ subsequent invasion of North Carolina was less successful, 
however, and in April 1781 he led his weary and battered troops toward 
the Virginia coast, where he could maintain seaborne lines of communi-
cation with the large British army of General Henry Clinton in New 
York City. After conducting a series of raids against towns and planta-
tions in Virginia, Cornwallis settled in the tidewater town of Yorktown 
in August. The British immediately began fortifying the town and the 
adjacent promontory of Gloucester Point across the York River. 
 
General George Washington instructed the Marquis de Lafayette, who 
was in Virginia with an American army of around 5,000 men, to block 
Cornwallis’ escape from Yorktown by land. In the meantime, Washing-
ton’s 2,500 troops in New York were joined by a French army of 4,000 
men under the Count de Rochambeau. Washington and Rochambeau 
made plans to attack Cornwallis with the assistance of a large French 
fleet under the Count de Grasse, and on August 21 they crossed the 
Hudson River to march south to Yorktown. Covering 200 miles in 15 
days, the allied force reached the head of Chesapeake Bay in early Sep-
tember. 
 
Meanwhile, a British fleet under Admiral Thomas Graves failed to 
break French naval superiority at the Battle of Virginia Capes on Sep-
tember 5, denying Cornwallis his expected reinforcements. Beginning 
September 14, de Grasse transported Washington and Rochambeau’s 
men down the Chesapeake to Virginia, where they joined Lafayette and 
completed the encirclement of Yorktown on September 28. De Grasse 
landed another 3,000 French troops carried by his fleet. During the first 
two weeks of October, the 14,000 Franco-American troops gradually 
overcame the fortified British positions with the aid of de Grasse’s war-
ships. A large British fleet carrying 7,000 men set out to rescue Corn-
wallis, but it was too late. 
 
On October 19, General Cornwallis surrendered 7,087 officers and men, 
900 seamen, 144 cannons, 15 galleys, a frigate, and 30 transport ships. 
Pleading illness, he did not attend the surrender ceremony, but his se-
cond-in-command, General Charles O’Hara, carried Cornwallis’ sword 
to the American and French commanders. As the British and Hessian 
troops marched out to surrender, the British bands played the song “The 
World Turned Upside Down.” 
Although the war persisted on the high seas and in other theaters, the 
Patriot victory at Yorktown effectively ended fighting in the American 
colonies. Peace negotiations began in 1782, and on September 3, 1783, 
the Treaty of Paris was signed, formally recognizing the United States 
as a free and independent nation after eight years of war. 


