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We do not want to see
your car towed.
PLEASE park in the
designated area ONLY.
We are receiving complaints from neighbors
when their spaces are
occupied
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Fall Festival

Blue Bird of
Alexandria
News
Monday October 8- Columbus Day School Closed

Straddling the line between fall
and winter, plenty and paucity,
life and death, Halloween is a
time of celebration and superstition. It is thought to have originated with the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain, when people
would light bonfires and wear
costumes to ward off roaming
ghosts. In the eighth century,
Pope Gregory III designated November 1 as a time to honor all
saints and martyrs; the holiday,
All Saints’ Day, incorporated
some of the traditions of Samhain. The evening before was
known as All Hallows’ Eve and
later Halloween. Over time, Halloween evolved into a secular,
community-based event characterized by child-friendly activities
such as trick-or-treating. In a
number of countries around the
world, as the days grow shorter
and the nights get colder, people
continue to usher in the winter
season with gatherings, costumes
and sweet treats.

Blue Bird
Dayschool
News

Monday October 8- Colum- Monday October 8- Cobus Day School Closed
lumbus Day School Closed

!All Schools

Everyone Welcome
When: Saturday October 20
Where: Brentwood Academy
Time:12:00p.m. –3:00p.m
Moon Bounce– 12:00 to 3:00
Ponies/petting farm !!! 12:00—3:00
*Popcorn,
*Food On the Grill
*Bring a Side Dish
*Wear a Costume

Blue Bird of
Alexandria II
News
Monday October 8- Columbus Day School Closed
Friday October 26 - End of
First Grading Period

“Be on the lookout” For scheduling conferences
in November
sign-up forms
will be out at the
end of October.
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Christopher Columbus was born in Genoa, Italy in 1451.
He wanted to find a trade route to get to India and China because land travel was risky
After King Henry of Portugal declined his request for ships and sailors to discover the way to the Indies,
he approached Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand of Spain.
Columbus set sail with three ships: the Nina, the Pinta, and the Santa Maria and ninety sailors on August
3rd, 1492.
They stopped for supplies on the Canary Islands and left on September 6.
On October 12, they landed in Haiti.
He thought he was in the Indies and called the natives Indians. He named the island San Salvador and
claimed it for the King and Queen of Spain.
He returned with two ships to Spain, leaving some sailors on the island.
He then returned to the island with 17 ships and 1500 men. He then sailed to other islands including, Honduras, Venezuela, and Panama. It is believed that he also reached the coast of Florida, although this fact is
sometimes disputed.
He died in Spain in 1506.

Halloween Superstitions
Halloween has always been a holiday filled with mystery, magic and superstition. It began as a Celtic end-ofsummer festival during which people felt especially close to deceased relatives and friends. For these friendly
spirits, they set places at the dinner table, left treats on doorsteps and along the side of the road and lit candles to
help loved ones find their way back to the spirit world.
Today's Halloween ghosts are often depicted as more fearsome and malevolent, and our customs and superstitions are scarier too. We avoid crossing paths with black cats, afraid that they might bring us bad luck. This idea
has its roots in the , when many people believed that witches avoided detection by turning themselves into cats.
We try not to walk under ladders for the same reason. This superstition may have come from the ancient Egyptians, who believed that triangles were sacred; it also may have something to do with the fact that walking under
a leaning ladder tends to be fairly unsafe. And around Halloween, especially, we try to avoid breaking mirrors,
stepping on cracks in the road or spilling salt.
But what about the Halloween traditions and beliefs that today's trick-or-treaters
have forgotten all about? Many of these obsolete rituals focused on the future
instead of the past and the living instead of the dead. In particular, many had to
do with helping young women identify their future husbands and reassuring them
that they would someday--with luck, by next Halloween!--be married.
In 18th-century Ireland, a matchmaking cook might bury a ring in her mashed
potatoes on Halloween night, hoping to bring true love to the diner who found it.
In Scotland, fortune-tellers recommended that an eligible young woman name a
hazelnut for each of her suitors and then toss the nuts into the fireplace. The nut
that burned to ashes rather than popping or exploding, the story went, represented the girl's future husband. (In
some versions of this legend, confusingly, the opposite was true: The nut that burned away symbolized a love
that would not last.) Another tale had it that if a young woman ate a sugary concoction made out of walnuts, hazelnuts and nutmeg before bed on Halloween night, she would dream about her future husband. Young women
tossed apple-peels over their shoulders, hoping that the peels would fall on the floor in the shape of their future
husbands' initials; tried to learn about their futures by peering at egg yolks floating in a bowl of water; and stood
in front of mirrors in darkened rooms, holding candles and looking over their shoulders for their husbands' faces.
Other rituals were more competitive. At some Halloween
“Flu season“
parties, the first guest to find a burr on a chestnut-hunt
would be the first to marry; at others, the first successful Virginia Department of Health encourapple-bobber would be the first down the aisle.
ages everyone to get the Flu-shot

HALLOWEEN SAFETY TIPS FOR

TRICK OR TREATING

Trick or Treating should be one of the great adventures of Halloween for kids! they can get
dressed in scary costumes and go door to door,
begging "Tricks or Treats!" from neighbors or
at the local mall. It should be a fun time, without trouble and pain, so following some easy
tips can keep your child safe every Halloween.
Children should go out during daylight hours
only unless accompanied by a responsible
adult.
Plan a safe route so
parents know where
their older kids will
be at all times.
Set a time for their
return home. Make
sure that your child is
old enough and responsible enough to go out
by themselves.
Let your children know not to cut through back
alleys and fields.
Make sure they know to stay in populated places and don't go off the beaten track.
Stay in well lighted areas.
Stop only at familiar houses in your own neighborhood unless they are accompanied by an
adult.
Small children should never be allowed to go
out alone on Halloween.
Make sure an older sibling or adult is with
them.
Instruct your children not to eat any treats until they bring them home to be examined by
you.
Instruct your child to never go into the home of
a stranger or get into their car.
Make sure your child carries a flashlight, glow
stick or has reflective tape on their costume to
make them more visible to cars.
Let them know that they should stay together
as a group if going out to Trick or Treat without
an adult.

This Month in History - October

This Day in History:

1 The Television series "The Twilight Zone" premeired
(1959)
Walt
Disney World opened in Orlando, Florida (1971)
2 Peanuts comic strip by Charles Schultz first appeared in
newspapers (1950)
3 Frank Robinson becomes major leagues baseball's first
black manager for the Cleveland Indians. (1974)
5 The World Series was broadcast on radio for the first time
(1921)
6 Thomas Edison showed the 1st motion picture (1889)
9 The general public was first admitted into the Washington
Monument.
11 Space Shuttle Challenger astronaut Kathryn Sullivan became the first American woman to walk in space. (1984)
12 The very first Oktoberfest is held in Munich, Bavaria,
Germany (1810)
13 The U.S. Continental Navy was created. See Navy Day
14 Martin Luther King Jr was awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize (1964)
15 "I Love Lucy" premiered on television. (1951)
U.S. Department of Transportation was created (1966)
16 Marie Antoinette was guillotined for treason. (1793)
17 Mobster Al Capone was convicted of income tax evasion.
(1931)
19 The Senate passed a bill making Martin Luther King's
Birthday a national holiday. (1983)
19 The Revolutionary War ended. (1781)
21 Thomas Edison invented the incandescent electric lamp.
(1879)
23 25,000 women marched gin New York City demanding
the right to vote. (1915)
24 The United Nations came into existence. (1945)
24 Anna Edison Taylor is the first person to survive going
over Niagara Falls in a barrel. (1901)
25 U.S. forces invade Grenada. (1983)
26 The Erie Canal opens, connecting Lake Erie to the Hudson River. (1825)
26 The "Gunfight at the OK Corral" occurs. Wyatt Earp, his
two brothes, and "Doc" Holliday, have a shootout with the
Ike Clanton gang. (1881)
26 The Erie Canal opens. (1825)
27 President Theodore Roosevelt's birthday. (1858) The
"Teddy bear" was named after him.
28 France presented the U.S. with the statute of Liberty.
(1886)
28 The Gateway Arch in St. Louis is completed. (1965)
29 The New York Stock Exchange crashed on what came to
be known as "Black Tuesday", starting the Great Depression
(1929)
31 Magician Harry Houdini dies from complications of a
ruptured appendix. (1926)
31 Indian Prime Minister Indira Ghandi was assassinated.
(1984)

