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November 5, 1941, the Combined Japanese Fleet receive Top-Secret Order No. 1: In just over a month's
time, Pearl Harbor is to be bombed, along with Malaya (now known as Malaysia), the Dutch East Indies and the
Philippines.

Relations between the United States and Japan had been deteriorating quickly since Japan’s occupation of Indochina
in 1940 and the implicit menacing of the Philippines (an American protectorate), with the occupation of the Cam
Ranh naval base approximately 800 miles from Manila. American retaliation included the seizing of all Japanese
assets in the States and the closing of the Panama Canal to Japanese shipping. In September 1941, President Roose-
velt issued a statement, drafted by British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, that threatened war between the Unit-
ed States and Japan should the Japanese encroach any further on territory in Southeast Asia or the South Pacific.

The Japanese military had long dominated Japanese
foreign affairs; although official negotiations between V E T E R A N S D AY
the U.S. secretary of state and his Japanese counter-

part to ease tensions were ongoing, Hideki Tojo, the
minister of war who would soon be prime minister,
had no intention of withdrawing from captured territo-
ries. He also construed the American “threat” of war

as an ultimatum and prepared to deliver the first blow
in a Japanese-American confrontation: the bombing of

Pearl Harbor. HONORING ALL WHO SERVED

And so Tokyo delivered the order to all pertinent Fleet
commanders, that not only the United States—and its protectorate the Philippines—but British and Dutch colonies
in the Pacific were to be attacked. War was going to be declared on the West.

November 6, 1528 Spanish explorer Cabeza de Vaca lands in Texas

The Spanish conquistador Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca is shipwrecked on a low sandy island off the coast of Tex-
as. Starving, dehydrated, and desperate, he is the first European to set foot on the soil of the future Lone Star state.

Cabeza de Vaca’s unintentional journey to Texas was a disaster from the start. A series of dire accidents and Native
American attacks plagued his expedition’s 300 men as they explored north Florida. The survivors then cobbled to-
gether five flimsy boats and headed to sea, where they endured vicious storms, severe shortages of food and water
and attacks from Native Americans wherever they put to shore. With his exploration party reduced to only 80 or 90
men, Cabeza de Vaca’s motley flotilla finally wrecked on what was probably Galveston Island just off the coast of
Texas.

Unfortunately, landing on shore did not end Cabeza de Vaca’s trials. During the next four years, the party barely
managed to eke out a tenuous existence by trading with the Native Americans located in modern-day east Texas.
The crew steadily died off from illness, accidents and attacks until only Cabeza de Vaca and three others remained.
In 1532, the four survivors set out on an arduous journey across the present-
day states of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona. Captured by the Karankawa
Natives, they lived in virtual bondage for nearly two years. Only after Cabeza
de Vaca had won the respect of the Karankawa by becoming a skilled medi-
cine man and diplomat did the small band win their freedom.
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‘ 9@% )“‘gd 7 In 15 36, the men epcountered a party of Spanish explorers in whglt is now the
o e Mexican state of Sinaloa. They followed them back to Mexico City, where
the tale of their amazing odyssey became famous throughout the colony and

in Europe. Despite the many hardships experienced by Cabeza de Vaca and
his men during their northern travels, their stories inspired others to intensify
exploration of the region that would one day become Texas.




November 1, 1765 Parliament enacts the Stamp Act

In the face of widespread opposition in the American colonies, Parliament enacts the Stamp Act, a taxation measure
designed to raise revenue for British military operations in America.

Defense of the American colonies in the French and Indian War (1754-63) and Pontiac’s Rebellion (1763-64) were
costly affairs for Great Britain, and Prime Minister George Grenville hoped to recover some of these costs by taxing
the colonists. In 1764, the Sugar Act was enacted, putting a high duty on refined sugar. Although resented, the Sugar
Act tax was hidden in the cost of import duties, and most colonists accepted it. The Stamp Act, however, was a di-
rect tax on the colonists and led to an uproar in America over an issue that was to be a major cause of the Revolu-
tion: taxation without representation.

Passed without debate by Parliament in March 1765, the Stamp Act was designed to force colonists to use special
stamped paper in the printing of newspapers, pamphlets, almanacs, and playing cards, and to have a stamp embossed
on all commercial and legal papers. The stamp itself displayed an image of a Tudor rose framed by the word
“America” and the French phrase Honi soit qui mal y pense—"Shame to him who thinks evil of it.”

Outrage was immediate. Massachusetts politician Samuel Adams organized the secret Sons of Liberty organization
to plan protests against the measure, and the Virginia legislature and other colonial assemblies passed resolutions
opposing the act. In October, nine colonies sent representatives to New York to attend a Stamp Act Congress, where
resolutions of “rights and grievances” were framed and sent to Parliament and King George III. Despite this opposi-
tion, the Stamp Act was enacted on November 1, 1765.

The colonists greeted the arrival of the stamps with violence and economic retaliation. A general boycott of British
goods began, and the Sons of Liberty staged attacks on the customhouses and homes of tax collectors in Boston. Af-
ter months of protest and economic turmoil, and an appeal by Benjamin Franklin before the British House of Com-
mons, Parliament voted to repeal the Stamp Act in March 1766. However, the same day, Parliament passed the De-
claratory Acts, asserting that the British government had free and total legislative power over the colonies.

Parliament would again attempt to force unpopular taxation measures on the American colonies in the late 1760s,
leading to a steady deterioration in British-American relations that culminated in the outbreak of the American Rev-
olution in 1775.

November 26, 1941 FDR establishes modern Thanksgiving holiday

President Franklin D. Roosevelt signs a bill officially establishing the fourth Thursday in November as Thanksgiv-
ing Day.

The tradition of celebrating the holiday on Thursday dates back to the early history of the Plymouth and Massachu-
setts Bay colonies, when post-harvest holidays were celebrated on the weekday regularly set aside as “Lecture Day,”
a midweek church meeting where topical sermons were presented. A famous Thanksgiving observance occurred in
the autumn of 1621, when Plymouth governor William Bradford invited local members of the Wampanoag tribe to
join the Pilgrims in a festival held in gratitude for the bounty of the season.

Thanksgiving became an annual custom throughout New England in the 17th century, and in 1777 the Continental
Congress declared the first national American Thanksgiving following the Patriot victory at Saratoga. In 1789, Pres-
ident George Washington became the first president to proclaim a Thanksgiving holiday, when, at the request of
Congress, he proclaimed November 26, a Thursday, as a day of national thanksgiving for the U.S. Constitution.
However, it was not until 1863, when President Abraham Lincoln declared Thanksgiving to officially fall on the last
Thursday of November, that the modern holiday was celebrated nationally.

With a few deviations, Lincoln’s precedent was followed annually by every subsequent president—until 1939. In
1939, Franklin D. Roosevelt departed from tradition by declaring November 23, the next to last Thursday that year,
as Thanksgiving Day. Considerable controversy surrounded this deviation, and some Americans refused to honor
Roosevelt’s declaration. For the next two years, Roosevelt repeated the unpopular proclamation, but on November
26, 1941, he admitted his mistake and signed a bill into law officially making the fourth Thursday in November the
national holiday of Thanksgiving Day.



