November News 2021
Happy Thanksgiving!

Brentwood
Academy
News
Thursday, November
11th School ClosedVeterans Day
Thursday & Friday November 25, 26
School ClosedThanksgiving

We do not want to
see your car towed.
PLEASE park in
the designated area
ONLY. We are receiving complaints
from neighbors
when their spaces
are occupied

Blue Bird of
Vienna
News
Thursday, November
11th School ClosedVeterans Day
Thursday & Friday November 25, 26
School ClosedThanksgiving

Volume: 85

Conferences

November 2021

Blue Bird of
Alexandria
News
Thursday, November 11th
School Closed-Veterans
Day
Thursday &
Friday November 25, 26
School ClosedThanksgiving

Brief history of Daylight Saving Time

Benjamin Franklin first suggested Daylight Saving Time in
1784, but modern DST was not proposed until 1895 when
an entomologist from New Zealand, George Vernon Hudson, presented a proposal for a two-hour daylight saving
shift to the Wellington Philosophical Society.
The conception of DST was mainly credited to an English
builder, William Willett in 1905, when he presented the
idea to advance the clock during the summer months. His
proposal was published two years later and introduced to
the House of Commons in February 1908. The first Daylight Saving Bill was examined by a select committee but
was never made into a law. It was not until World War I, in
1916, that DST was adopted and implemented by several
countries in Europe who initially rejected the idea.
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November 26, 1941 FDR establishes November 28,1520 Ferdinand Magellan
modern Thanksgiving holiday
reaches the Pacific
President Franklin D. Roosevelt signs a bill officially establishing the
fourth Thursday in
November as Thanksgiving Day.

After sailing through the dangerous straits below South America that now bear his name, Portuguese navigator Ferdinand
Magellan enters the Pacific Ocean with three ships, becoming
the first European explorer to reach the Pacific from the Atlantic.

The tradition of celebrating the holiday on
Thursday dates back to
the early history of the
Plymouth and Massachusetts Bay colonies, when post-harvest holidays
were celebrated on the weekday regularly set aside
as “Lecture Day,” a midweek church meeting
where topical sermons were presented. A famous
Thanksgiving observance occurred in the autumn of
1621, when Plymouth governor William Bradford
invited local members of the Wampanoag tribe to
join the Pilgrims in a festival held in gratitude for
the bounty of the season.

On September 20, 1519, Magellan set sail from Spain in an effort to find a western sea route to the rich Spice Islands of Indonesia. In command of five ships and 270 men, Magellan
sailed to West Africa and then to Brazil, where he searched the
South American coast for a strait that would take him to the
Pacific. He searched the Rio de la Plata, a large estuary south
of Brazil, for a way through; failing, he continued south along
the coast of Patagonia. At the end of March 1520, the expedition set up winter quarters at Port St. Julian. On Easter day at
midnight, the Spanish captains mutinied against their Portuguese captain, but Magellan crushed the revolt, executing one
of the captains and leaving another ashore when his ship left
St. Julian in August.

On October 21, he finally discovered the strait he had been seeking. The Strait of Magellan, as it
became known, is located near
the tip of South America, separating Tierra del Fuego and the continental mainland. Only three ships entered the passage; one
had been wrecked and another deserted. It took 38 days to navigate the treacherous strait, and when ocean was sighted at the
other end Magellan wept with joy. His fleet accomplished the
westward crossing of the ocean in 99 days, crossing waters so
strangely calm that the ocean was named “Pacific,” from the
Latin word pacificus, meaning “tranquil.” By the end, the men
were out of food and chewed the leather parts of their gear to
keep themselves alive. On March 6, 1521, the expedition landWith a few deviations, Lincoln’s precedent was fol- ed at the island of Guam.
lowed annually by every subsequent president—
until 1939. In 1939, Franklin D. Roosevelt departed Ten days later, they dropped anchor at the Philippine island of
from tradition by declaring November 23, the next Cebu—they were only about 400 miles from the Spice Islands.
to last Thursday that year, as Thanksgiving Day.
Magellan met with the chief of Cebu, who after converting to
Considerable controversy surrounded this deviation, Christianity persuaded the Europeans to assist him in conquerand some Americans refused to honor Roosevelt’s ing a rival tribe on the neighboring island of Mactan. In
declaration. For the next two years, Roosevelt refighting on April 27, Magellan was hit by a poisoned arrow
peated the unpopular proclamation, but on Novem- and left to die by his retreating comrades.
ber 26, 1941, he admitted his mistake and signed a
bill into law officially making the fourth Thursday After Magellan’s death, the survivors, in two ships, sailed on to
in November the national holiday of Thanksgiving the Moluccas and loaded the hulls with spice. One ship atDay.
tempted, unsuccessfully, to return across the Pacific. The other
ship, the Vittoria, continued west under the command of
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Thanksgiving became an annual custom throughout
New England in the 17th century, and in 1777 the
Continental Congress declared the first national
American Thanksgiving following the Patriot victory at Saratoga. In 1789, President George Washington became the first president to proclaim a Thanksgiving holiday, when, at the request of Congress, he
proclaimed November 26, a Thursday, as a day of
national thanksgiving for the U.S. Constitution.
However, it was not until 1863, when President
Abraham Lincoln declared Thanksgiving to officially fall on the last Thursday of November, that
the modern holiday was celebrated nationally.

November 01, 1512 Sistine Chapel ceiling opens to public

The ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in Rome, one of Italian artist Michelangelo’s finest works, is exhibited to the
public for the first time.
Michelangelo Buonarroti, the greatest of the Italian Renaissance artists, was born in the small village of
Caprese in 1475. The son of a government administrator, he grew up in Florence, a center of the early Renaissance movement, and became an artist’s apprentice at age 13. Demonstrating obvious talent, he was taken under the wing of Lorenzo de’ Medici, the ruler of the Florentine republic and a great patron of the arts. After
demonstrating his mastery of sculpture in such works as the Pieta (1498) and David (1504), he was called to
Rome in 1508 to paint the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel—the chief consecrated space in the Vatican.
Michelangelo’s epic ceiling frescoes, which took several years to complete,
are among his most memorable works. Central in a complex system of decoration featuring numerous figures are nine panels devoted to biblical
world history. The most famous of these is The Creation of Adam, a painting in which the arms of God and Adam are stretching toward each other.
In 1512, Michelangelo completed the work.
After 15 years as an architect in Florence, Michelangelo returned to Rome
in 1534, where he would work and live for the rest of his life. That year
saw his painting of the The Last Judgment on the wall above the altar in the Sistine Chapel for Pope Paul III.
The massive painting depicts Christ’s damnation of sinners and blessing of the virtuous and is regarded as a
masterpiece of early Mannerism.
Michelangelo worked until his death in 1564 at the age of 88. In addition to his major artistic works, he produced numerous other sculptures, frescoes, architectural designs, and drawings, many of which are unfinished
and some of which are lost. In his lifetime, he was celebrated as Europe’s greatest living artist, and today he is
held up as one of the greatest artists of all time, as exalted in the visual arts as William Shakespeare is in literature or Ludwig van Beethoven is in music.
November 04, 1922 Entrance to King Tut’s tomb discovered
British archaeologist Howard Carter and his workmen discover a step leading to the tomb of King Tutankhamen in the Valley of the Kings in Egypt.
When Carter first arrived in Egypt in 1891, most of the ancient Egyptian tombs had been discovered, though the
little-known King Tutankhamen, who had died when he was 18, was still unaccounted for. After World War I,
Carter began an intensive search for “King Tut’s Tomb,” finally finding steps to the burial room hidden in the
debris near the entrance of the nearby tomb of King Ramses VI in the Valley of the Kings. On November 26,
1922, Carter and fellow archaeologist Lord Carnarvon entered the interior chambers of the tomb, finding them
miraculously intact.
Thus began a monumental excavation process in which Carter carefully explored
the four-room tomb over several years,
uncovering an incredible collection of
several thousand objects. The most splendid architectural find was a stone sarcophagus containing three coffins nested within each other. Inside the final coffin,
which was made out of solid gold, was the
mummy of the boy-king Tutankhamen,
preserved for more than 3,000 years. Most
of these treasures are now housed in the
Cairo Museum.

