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March 2, 1904, Theodor Geisel, better known to the world  
as Dr. Seuss, the author and illustrator of such beloved children’s books 
 as “The Cat in the Hat” and “Green Eggs and Ham,” is born in  
Springfield, Massachusetts. Geisel, who used his middle name (which  
was also his mother’s maiden name) as his pen name, wrote 48 books 
including some for adults–that have sold well over 200 million copies 
 and been translated into multiple languages. Dr. Seuss books are known for their whimsical rhymes and quirky 
characters, which have names like the Lorax and the Sneetches and live in places like Whoville. 
Geisel, who was born on March 2, 1904, in Springfield, Massachusetts, graduated from Dartmouth College, 
where he was editor of the school’s humor magazine, and studied at Oxford University. There he met Helen 
Palmer, his first wife and the person who encouraged him to become a professional  
illustrator. Back in America, Geisel worked as a cartoonist for a variety of magazines and 
 in advertising. 
The first children’s book that Geisel wrote and illustrated, “And to Think That I Saw It On 
 Mulberry Street,” was rejected by over two dozen publishers before making it into print 
 in 1937. Geisel’s first bestseller, “The Cat in the Hat,” was published in 1957. The story  
of a mischievous cat in a tall striped hat came about after his publisher asked him to  
produce a book using 220 new-reader vocabulary words that could serve as an entertaining 
 alternative to the school reading primers children found boring. 
Other Dr. Seuss classics include “Yertle the Turtle,” “If I Ran the Circus,” “Fox in Socks” 
 and “One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish.” 

March 10, 1876 
Speech transmitted by telephone. 
On this day, the first discernible speech is transmitted over a telephone system when inven-
tor Alexander Graham Bell summons his assistant in another room by saying, “Mr. Watson, 
come here; I want you.” Bell had received a comprehensive telephone patent just three days 
before. 
Alexander Graham Bell, born in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1847, was the son of Alexander 
Melville Bell, a leading authority in public speaking and speech correction. The young Bell 
was trained to take over the family business, and while still a teenager he became a voice 
teacher and began to experiment in sound. In 1870, his family moved to Ontario, Canada, and in 1871 Bell went to 
Boston to demonstrate his father’s method of teaching speech to the deaf. The next year, he opened his own school 
in Boston for training teachers of the deaf and in 1873 became professor of vocal physiology at Boston University. 
In his free time, Bell experimented with sound waves and became convinced that it would be possible to transmit 
speech over a telegraph-like system. He enlisted the aid of a gifted mechanic, Thomas Watson, and together the 
two spent countless nights trying to convert Bell’s ideas into practical form. In 1875, while working on his multi-
ple harmonic telegraph, Bell developed the basic ideas for the telephone. He designed a device to transmit speech 
vibrations electrically between two receivers and in June 1875 tested his invention. No intelligible words were 
transmitted, but sounds resembling human speech were heard at the receiving end. 
On February 14, 1876, he filed a U.S. patent application for his telephone. Just a few hours later, another American 
inventor, Elisha Gray, filed a caveat with the U.S. Patent Office about his intent to seek a similar patent on a tele-
phone transmitter and receiver. Bell filed first, so on March 7 he was awarded U.S. patent 174,465, which granted 
him ownership over both his telephone instruments and the concept of a telephone system. 
Three days later, on March 10, Bell successfully tested his telephone for the first time in his Boston home. In May, 
he publicly demonstrated the invention before the American Academy of Arts and Sciences in Boston, and in June 
at the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia. In October, he successfully tested his telephone over a two-mile dis-
tance between Boston and Cambridgeport. 
Alexander Graham Bell continued his experiments in communication, inventing the photophone, which transmit-
ted speech by light rays, and the graphophone, which recorded sound. He continued to work with the deaf, includ-
ing the educator Helen Keller, and used the royalties from his inventions to finance several organizations dedicated 
to the oral education of the deaf. He later served as president of the National Geographic Society. Beginning in 
1895, he experimented with the possibility of flight and built giant man-carrying kites and a hydrofoil craft. He 
died in 1922 at his summer home and laboratory on Cape Breton Island, Canada. 



What is the Spring equinox? 
Spring equinox is another name for the equinox also known as vernal equinox and March 
equinox. An equinox is the moment in time (not a day-long event) when the Sun stands di-
rectly above the equator and day and night are of approximately equal length. For the North-
ern Hemisphere, the spring equinox is the moment when winter ends and spring begins, while 
for the Southern Hemisphere it is the moment when summer ends and fall (autumn) begins. 
In the Northern Hemisphere the spring equinox occurs every year between March 19 and 
March 21. The dates given on this page are based on Coordinated Universal Time (UTC), 
which for practical purposes is equivalent to Greenwich Mean Time (GMT). While the spring 
equinox occurs at the same moment in time all over the world, the date and local time differ 
from place to place depending on the year and a location's time zone. For locations that are 
ahead of UTC (further east) it may fall on the day after, and for locations that are behind UTC 
(further west) it may fall on the day before. The spring equinox is one of four days (two equi-
noxes and two solstices) throughout the year that mark the beginning of a new season. The 
other days are the summer solstice (beginning of summer), the fall equinox (beginning of fall) 
and the winter solstice (beginning of winter). 
The Spring equinox 2020 is on Friday, March 20, 2020 

March 01, 1781 
The Articles of Confederation are ratified after nearly four years, 
On this day in 1781, the Articles of Confederation are finally ratified. The Articles were 
signed by Congress and sent to the individual states for ratification on November 15, 1777, 
after 16 months of debate. Bickering over land claims between Virginia and Maryland de-
layed final ratification for almost four more years. Maryland finally approved the Articles on 
March 1, 1781, affirming the Articles as the outline of the official government of the United 
States. The nation was guided by the Articles of Confederation until the implementation of 
the current U.S. Constitution in 1789. 
The critical distinction between the Articles of Confederation and the U.S. Constitution —
the primacy of the states under the Articles—is best understood by comparing the following 
lines. 
The Articles of Confederation begin: 
“To all to whom these Present shall come, we the undersigned Delegates of the States” 
By contrast, the Constitution begins: 
“We the People of the United Statesdo ordain and establish this Constitution for the United 
States of America.” 
The predominance of the states under the Articles of Confederation is made even more ex-
plicit by the claims of Article II: 
“Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom, and independence, and every power, jurisdic-
tion, and right, which is not by this Confederation expressly delegated to the United States, 
in Congress assembled.” 
Less than five years after the ratification of the Articles of Confederation, enough leading 
Americans decided that the system was inadequate to the task of governance that they peace-
fully overthrew their second government in just over 20 years. The difference between a col-
lection of sovereign states forming a confederation and a federal government created by a 
sovereign people lay at the heart of debate as the new American people decided what form 
their government would take. 
Between 1776 and 1787, Americans went from living under a sovereign king, to living in 
sovereign states, to becoming a sovereign people. That transformation defined the American 
Revolution. 


