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March 4,1789 Government under the U.S. Constitution begins

The first session of the U.S. Congress is held in New York City as the U.S. Constitution takes effect. However, of
the 22 senators and 59 representatives called to represent the 11 states who had ratified the document, only nine
senators and 13 representatives showed up to begin negotiations for its amendment.

In 1786, defects in the Articles of Confederation became apparent, such as the lack of central authority over for-
eign and domestic commerce and the inability of Congress to levy taxes, leading Congress to endorse a plan to
draft a new constitution. On September 17, 1787, at the conclusion of the Constitutional Convention in Philadelph-
ia, the new U.S. Constitution, creating a strong federal government with an intricate system of checks and balanc-
es, was signed by 38 of 41 delegates to the convention.

As dictated by Article VII, the document would not become binding until it was ratified by nine of the 13 states.
The Constitution was thus sent to the state legislatures, and beginning on December 7, five states—Delaware,
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Georgia, and Connecticut—ratified it in quick succession. However, other states, espe-
cially Massachusetts, opposed the document for its failure to reserve powers not delegated by the Constitution to
the states and its lack of constitutional protection for such basic political rights as freedom of speech, religion, and
the press, and the right to bear arms.

In February 1788, a compromise was reached in which Massachusetts and other states agreed to ratify the docu-
ment with the assurance that amendments would immediately be adopted. The Constitution was thus narrowly rati-
fied in Massachusetts, followed by Maryland and South Carolina. On June 21, 1788, New Hampshire became the
ninth state to ratify the document, making it binding, and government under the U.S. Constitution was scheduled
to begin on March 4, 1789.

On September 25, 1789, after several months of debate, the first Congress of the United States adopted 10 amend-
ments to the U.S. Constitution—the Bill of Rights—and sent them to the states for ratification. This action led to
the eventual ratification of the Constitution by the last of the 13 original colonies: North Carohna and Rhode Is-
land. »

March 6, 1836 The Battle of the Alamo comes to an end

On March 6, 1836, after 13 days of intermittent fighting, the Battle of the Alamo
comes to a gruesome end, cappmg off a pivotal moment in the Texas Revolution. = .
Mexican forces were victorious in recapturing the fort, and nearly all of the roughly 200 Texan defenders—
including frontiersman Davy Crockett—died.

Thirteen days earlier, on February 23, Mexican General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna ordered a siege of the Ala-
mo Mission (near present-day San Antonio), which had been occupied by rebel Texas forces since December. An
army of over 1,000 Mexican soldiers began descending on the makeshift fort and setting up artillery.

Over the next two weeks, the two armies traded gunfire, but there were few casualties. Despite being clearly out-
numbered, Alamo co-commanders James Bowie and William Travis insisted on remaining in place. The volunteer
soldiers defending the Alamo included doctors and farmers, as well as Tennessee frontiersman and Congressman
Davy Crockett, who fought in the Tennessee militia.

The final attack came before dawn on March 6. Mexican troops breached the north wall and flooded into the com-
pound, awakening many of the Texans inside. The fighting lasted 90 minutes, some of it hand-to-hand combat.
Bowie and Travis were killed, as was Crockett, although reports differ as to exactly how and when. Several Tex-
ans reportedly surrendered, but Santa Anna ordered all prisoners be executed. Only a handful survived, mostly
women and children. Historians estimate several hundred Mexicans died.

After the battle, the Mexican army marched east. Meanwhile, Sam Houston, commander of the Texas forces, had
been building and developing his army in Harris County. “Remember the Alamo!” became their rallying cry as an
urgent reminder to avenge their earlier defeat. On April 21, Texas and Mexico fought again at the Battle of San
Jacinto. Texas was victorious this time, and won independence from Mexico, bringing the Texas Revolution to an

end.




March 10 1876, The first discernible speech is transmitted over a telephone system when inventor Alexander
Graham Bell summons his assistant in another room by saying, “Mr. Watson, come here; I want you.” Bell had re-
ceived a comprehensive telephone patent just three days before.

Alexander Graham Bell, born in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1847, was the son of Alexander Melville Bell, a leading
authority in public speaking and speech correction. The young Bell was trained to take over the family business, and
while still a teenager he became a voice teacher and began to experiment in sound. In 1870, his family moved to On-
tario, Canada, and in 1871 Bell went to Boston to demonstrate his father’s method of teaching speech to the deaf.
The next year, he opened his own school in Boston for training teachers of the deaf and in 1873 became professor of
vocal physiology at Boston University.

In his free time, Bell experimented with sound waves and became convinced that it would be possible to transmit
speech over a telegraph-like system. He enlisted the aid of a gifted mechanic, Thomas Watson, and together the two
spent countless nights trying to convert Bell’s ideas into practical form. In 1875, while working on his multiple har-
monic telegraph, Bell developed the basic ideas for the telephone. He designed a device to transmit speech vibra-
tions electrically between two receivers and in June 1875 tested his invention. No intelligible words were transmit-
ted, but sounds resembling human speech were heard at the receiving end.

On February 14, 1876, he filed a U.S. patent application for his telephone. Just a few hours later, another American
inventor, Elisha Gray, filed a caveat with the U.S. Patent Office about his intent to seek a similar patent on a tele-
phone transmitter and receiver. Bell filed first, so on March 7 he was awarded U.S. patent 174,465, which granted
him ownership over both his telephone instruments and the concept of a telephone system.

Three days later, on March 10, Bell successfully tested his telephone for the first time in his Boston home. In May,
he publicly demonstrated the invention before the American Academy of Arts and Sciences in Boston, and in June at
the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia. In October, he successfully tested his telephone over a two-mile distance
between Boston and Cambridgeport.

Alexander Graham Bell continued his experiments in communication, inventing the photophone, which transmitted
speech by light rays, and the graphophone, which recorded sound. He continued to work with the deaf, including the
educator Helen Keller, and used the royalties from his inventions to finance several organizations dedicated to the
oral education of the deaf. He later served as president of the National Geographic Society. Beginning in 1895, he
experimented with the possibility of flight and built giant man-carrying kites and a hydrofoil craft. He died in 1922
at his summer home and laboratory on Cape Breton Island, Canada.

On March 12, 1894, Coca-Cola is first sold in bottles.

Though today there is almost nothing as ubiquitous as a bottle of Coca-Cola, this was not always the case. For the
first several years of its existence, Coke was only available as a fountain drink, and its producer saw no reason for
that to change.

Originally developed as a non-addictive substitute for morphine, then marketed as a non-alcoholic "temperance
drink," Coca-Cola was invented by John Pemberton, a druggist in Columbus, Georgia, in 1886. It was soon popular
throughout the region, and the rights to the brand passed to Asa Griggs Candler. Candler's nephew had advised him
that selling the drink in bottles could greatly increase sales, but Griggs apparently wasn't interested. The first person
to bottle Coke was Joseph A. Biedenharn, owner of a candy store in Vicksburg, Mississippi. Correctly determining
that bottles could boost sales, Biedenharn put the drink into Hutchinson bottles, a common and reusable glass bottle
that bore no resemblance to the modern Coke bottle. He sent Candler a case, but Candler continued to stick with
fountain sales.

Five years later, Candler finally sold the national bottling rights to Coke—excluding the right to bottle it in Vicks-
burg—to two brothers from Chattanooga. Still convinced that bottling would not be a major source of revenue, Can-
dler sold the bottling rights for a dollar and reportedly never collected even that. The contract stipulated that a bottle
of Coke would cost 5 cents and had no end date, a legal oversight that resulted in the price remaining the same until
1959. In 1915, the bottlers put out a call for a new design, one so distinctive that one could recognize it if it were in
pieces on the ground or by feeling it in the dark. The winning design, produced by the Root Glass Company of Terre
Haute, Indiana, gave the world the iconic contoured bottle we know today.



