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March 2,1836 Texas declares independence

During the Texas Revolution, a convention of American Texans meets at Washington-on-the-Brazos and declares
the independence of Texas from Mexico. The delegates chose David Burnet as provisional president and con-
firmed Sam Houston as the commander in chief of all Texan forces. The Texans also adopted a constitution that
protected the free practice of slavery, which had been prohibited by Mexican law. Meanwhile, in San Antonio,
Mexican General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna’s siege of the Alamo continued, and the fort’s 185 or so American
defenders waited for the final Mexican assault.

In 1820, Moses Austin, a U.S. citizen, asked the Spanish government in Mexico for permission to settle in sparsely
populated Texas. Land was granted, but Austin died soon thereafter, so his son, Stephen F. Austin, took over the
project. In 1821, Mexico gained independence from Spain, and Austin negotiated a contract with the new Mexican
government that allowed him to lead some 300 families to the Brazos River. Under the terms of the agreement, the
settlers were to be Catholics, but Austin mainly brought Protestants from the southern United States. Other U.S.
settlers arrived in succeeding years, and the Americans soon outnumbered the resident Mexicans. In 1826, a con-
flict between Mexican and American settlers led to the Fredonian Rebellion, and in 1830 the Mexican government
took measures to stop the influx of Americans. In 1833, Austin, who sought statehood for Texas in the Mexican
federation, was imprisoned after calling on settlers to declare it without the consent of the Mexican congress. He
was released in 1835.

In 1834, Santa Anna, a soldier and politician, became dictator of Mexico and sought to crush rebellions in Texas
and other areas. In October 1835, Anglo residents of Gonzales, 50 miles east of San Antonio, responded to Santa
Anna’s demand that they return a cannon loaned for defense against Indian attack by discharging it against the
Mexican troops sent to reclaim it. The Mexicans were routed in what is regarded as the first battle of the Texas
Revolution. The American settlers set up a provisional state government, and a Texan army under Sam Houston
won a series of minor battles in the fall of 1835.

In December, Texas volunteers commanded by Ben Milam drove Mexican troops out of San Antonio and settled
in around the Alamo, a mission compound adapted to military purposes around 1800. In January 1836, Santa Anna
concentrated a force of several thousand men south of the Rio Grande, and Sam Houston ordered the Alamo aban-
doned. Colonel James Bowie, who arrived at the Alamo on January 19, realized that the fort’s captured cannons
could not be removed before Santa Anna’s arrival, so he remained entrenched with his men. By delaying Santa
Anna’s forces, he also reasoned, Houston would have more time to raise an army large enough to repulse the Mex-
icans. On February 2, Bowie and his 30 or so men were joined by a small cavalry company under Colonel William
Travis, bringing the total number of Alamo defenders to about 140. One week later, the frontiersman Davy Crock-
ett arrived in command of 14 Tennessee Mounted Volunteers.

On February 23, Santa Anna and some 3,000 Mexican troops besieged the Alamo, and the former mission was
bombarded with cannon and rifle fire for 12 days. On February 24, in the chaos of the siege, Colonel Travis smug-
gled out a letter that read: “To the People of Texas and All Americans in the World.... I shall never surrender or
retreat.... Victory or Death!” On March 1, the last Texan reinforcements from nearby Gonzales broke through the
enemy’s lines and into the Alamo, bringing the total defenders to approximately 185. On March 2, Texas’ revolu-
tionary government formally declared its independence from Mexico.

In the early morning of March 6, Santa Anna ordered his troops to storm the Alamo. Travis’ artillery decimated
the first and then the second Mexican charge, but in just over an hour the Texans were overwhelmed, and the Ala-
mo was taken. Santa Anna had ordered that no prisoners be taken, and all the Texan and American defenders were
killed in brutal hand-to-hand fighting. The only survivors of the Alamo were a handful of civilians, mostly women
and children. Several hundred of Santa Anna’s men died during the siege and storming of the Alamo.

Six weeks later, a large Texan army under Sam Houston surprised Santa Anna’s army at San Jacinto. Shouting
“Remember the Alamo!” the Texans defeated the Mexicans and captured Santa Anna. The Mexican dictator was
forced to recognize Texas’ independence and withdrew his forces south of the Rio Grande.

Texas sought annexation by the United States, but both Mexico and antislavery forces in the United States op-
posed its admission into the Union. For nearly a decade, Texas existed as an independent republic, and Houston
was Texas’ first elected president. In 1845, Texas joined the Union as the 28th state, leading to the outbreak of the
Mexican-American War.




March 25, 1634
The settlement of Maryland

The first colonists to Maryland arrive at St. Clement’s Island on Maryland’s western shore and found the settlement
of St. Mary’s.

In 1632, King Charles I of England granted a charter to George Calvert, the first Lord Baltimore, yielding him pro-
prietary rights to a region east of the Potomac River in exchange for a share of the income derived from the land.
The territory was named Maryland in honor of Henrietta Maria, the queen consort of Charles I. Before settlement
began, George Calvert died and was succeeded by his son Cecilius, who sought to establish Maryland as a haven for
Roman Catholics persecuted in England. In March 1634, the first English settlers—a carefully selected group of Cath-
olics and Protestants—arrived at St. Clement’s Island aboard the Ark and the Dove.

Religious conflict was strong in ensuing years as the American Puritans, growing more numerous in Maryland and

supported by Puritans in England, set out to revoke the religious freedoms guaranteed in the founding of the colony.
In 1649, Maryland Governor William Stone responded by passing an act ensuring religious liberty and justice to all
who believed in Jesus Christ. In 1654, however, the so-called Toleration Act was repealed after Puritans seized con-
trol of the colony, leading to a brief civil war that ended with Lord Baltimore losing control of propriety rights over

Maryland in March 1655.

Although the Calverts later regained control of Maryland, anti-Catholic activi-
ty persisted until the 19th century, when many Catholic immigrants to Ameri-
ca chose Baltimore as their home and helped enact laws to protect their free
practice of religion.

May 04, 1776

Rhode Island becomes first colony to declare independence from England
On May 4, 1776, Rhode Island, the colony founded by the most radical religious dissenters from the Puritans of
Massachusetts Bay Colony, becomes the first North American colony to renounce its allegiance to King George I11.

Ironically, Rhode Island would be the last state to ratify the new American Constitution more than 14 years later on
May 29, 1790.

Rhode Island served as a mercantile center of the transatlantic slave trade in the 18th century.
West Indian molasses became rum in Rhode Island distilleries, which was then traded on the
Y -] J West African coast for enslaved workers. After taking their human cargo across the notori-

. \?gy ous middle passage from Africa across the Atlantic to the Caribbean islands, Rhode Island
merchants would then sell those who survived the boats’ wretched conditions and rough
ocean crossing to West Indian plantation owners for use as enslaved workers in exchange for
a fresh shipment of molasses.

The desire to protect this lucrative triangle trade led Rhode Islanders to bristle at British at-
tempts to tighten their control over their colonies’ commerce, beginning with the Sugar Act of 1764, which tightened
trade regulations and raised the duty on molasses. Two major incidents involving Rhode Islanders took place during
the ensuing colonial protests of British regulation in the late 1760s and early 1770s. On June 10, 1768, British cus-
toms officials confiscated John Hancock’s sloop Liberty because it had previously been used to smuggle Madeira
wine, inciting a riot in the streets of Boston. Four years later, near Providence, the British customs boat Gaspee ran
aground, and Rhode Islanders, angered by continued British attempts to tax them in ways they perceived as unfair,
boarded and burned it, wounding the ship’s captain.

Rhode Island's mercantile strength caused almost as much trouble for the new American nation as it had the old Brit-
ish empire. Because it had independent wealth and trade coming through the two vibrant ports of Providence and
Newport, Rhode Island was the only small state that could theoretically survive independent of the proposed federal
union in 1787. The state had no desire to lose income in the form of import duties to the new federal government. As
a result, Rhode Island was the last state to ratify the Constitution in 1790, when it was finally confronted with the
prospect of the greater financial impositions it would suffer from being treated as a foreign country from the United
States.



