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Inauguration Day The head of state of the USA 
has been a president since 1789. In that year, George 
Washington was elected and inaugurated as president 
of the United States of America. He was inaugurated 
for the first time on April 30, 1789, and for the second 
time on March 4, 1793. Subsequent inaugurations were 
held on March 4 until the second inauguration of Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt on January 20, 1937. Since 
then Inauguration Day has been held on January 20 
and the term of office officially starts at 12:00 noon on 
that date.                                                                    
Usually the vice-president is sworn in first and the 
president at exactly 12:00 noon. After they have been 
sworn in, the president and vice-president are given 
four ruffles and flourishes. The ruffles are played on 
drums and the flourishes on bugles, which are simple 
brass instruments with no valves. The ruffles and flour-
ishes form a fanfare before performance of the presi-
dent's anthem, "Hail to the Chief", and the vice-
president's anthem, "Hail, Columbia". There is then a 
21-gun salute from the howitzers of the military district 
of Washington.                                                   After 
the ceremony, the president and vice-president are 
guests of honor at a luncheon given by the United 
States Congress. Later in the day, they parade down 
Pennsylvania Avenue and walk part of the way from 
the Capitol to the White House. If Inauguration Day 
falls on is a Sunday, the presidential oath is usually 
administered in a private ceremony on that day and a 
public ceremony and celebrations are held on the fol-
lowing day. 
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Top 10 New 
Year's Resolu-
tions 
1.Spend More Time with 
Family & Friends 
2. Fit in Fitness 
3. Tame the Bulge 
4. Quit Smoking 
5. Enjoy Life More 
6. Quit Drinking 
7. Get Out of Debt 
8. Learn Something New 
9. Help Others 



On January 8, 1835, President Andrew Jackson achieves his goal of entirely paying off the United States’ 
national debt. It was the only time in U.S. history that the national debt stood at zero, and it precipitated one of the 
worst financial crises in American history. 
 
The elimination of the national debt was both a personal issue for Jackson and the culmination of a political pro-
ject as old as the nation itself. Since the time of the Revolution, American politicians had argued over the wisdom 
of the nation carrying debt. After independence, the federal government agreed to take on individual states’ war 
debts as part of the unification of the former colonies. Federalists, those who favored a stronger central govern-
ment, established a national bank and argued that debt could be a useful way of fueling the new country’s econo-
my. Their opponents, most notably Thomas Jefferson, felt that these policies favored Northeastern elites at the 
expense of rural Americans and saw the debt as a source of national shame. 
 
Jackson, a populist whose Democratic Party grew out of Jefferson’s Democratic-Republican Party, had a personal 
aversion to debt stemming from a land deal that had gone sour for him in his days as a speculator. Campaigning 
for re-election in 1832, Jackson vetoed the re-charter of the national bank and called the debt “a moral failing” 
and “black magic.” Jackson vetoed a number of spending bills throughout his tenure, putting an end to projects 
that would have expanded nationwide infrastructure. He further paid down the debt by selling off vast amounts of 
government land in the West, and was able to settle the debt entirely in 1835. 
 
Jackson’s triumph contained the seeds of the economy’s undoing. The selling-off of federal lands had led to a real 
estate bubble, and the destruction of the national bank led to reckless spending and borrowing. Combined with 
other elements of Jackson’s fiscal policy as well as downturns in foreign economies, these problems led to the 
Panic of 1837. A bank run and the subsequent depression tanked the U.S. economy and forced the federal govern-
ment to begin borrowing again. 
 
The U.S. has been in debt ever since. The debt skyrocketed during the Civil War but was nearly paid off by the 
early 20th Century, only to balloon again with the onset of World War I. Numerous presidents and politicians 
have decried the debt and even pledged to do away with it, with conservatives and libertarians frequently echoing 
Jackson. Nevertheless, with the debt now surpassing $36 trillion, it is unlikely that the events of 1835 will be re-
peated in the foreseeable future. 
 
On January 10, 1776, writer Thomas Paine publishes his pamphlet “Common Sense,” setting forth his ar-
guments in favor of American independence. Although little used today, pamphlets were an important medium for 
the spread of ideas in the 16th through 19th centuries. 
 
Originally published anonymously, “Common Sense” advocated independence for the American colonies from 
Britain and is considered one of the most influential pamphlets in American history.  Credited with uniting aver-
age citizens and political leaders behind the idea of independence, “Common Sense” played a remarkable role in 
transforming a colonial squabble into the American Revolution. 
 
At the time Paine wrote “Common Sense,” most colonists considered themselves to be aggrieved Britons.  Paine 
fundamentally changed the tenor of colonists’ argument with the crown when he wrote the following:  “Europe, 
and not England, is the parent country of America.  This new world hath been the asylum for the persecuted lov-
ers of civil and religious liberty from every part of Europe.  Hither they have fled, not from the tender embraces of 
the mother, but from the cruelty of the monster; and it is so far true of England, that the same tyranny which drove 
the first emigrants from home, pursues their descendants still.” 
 
Paine was born in England in 1737 and worked as a corset maker in his teens and, later, as a sailor and school-
teacher before becoming a prominent pamphleteer. In 1774, Paine arrived in Philadelphia and soon came to sup-
port American independence.  Two years later, his 47-page pamphlet sold some 500,000 copies, powerfully influ-
encing American opinion. Paine went on to serve in the U.S. Army and to work for the Committee of Foreign Af-
fairs before returning to Europe in 1787.  Back in England, he continued writing pamphlets in support of revolu-
tion. He released “The Rights of Man,” supporting the French Revolution in 1791-92, in answer to Edmund 
Burke’s famous “Reflections on the Revolution in France” (1790). His sentiments were highly unpopular with the 
still-monarchal British government, so he fled to France, where he was later arrested for his political opinions.  He 
returned to the United States in 1802 and died in New York in 1809. 



On January 18, 1803, Thomas Jefferson requests funding from Congress to fi-
nance the Lewis and Clark expedition. 
 
Jefferson officially asked for $2,500 in funding from Congress, though some sources indicate the expedition ulti-
mately cost closer to $50,000. Meriwether Lewis was joined by his friend William Clark and 50 others on the 
journey, including an enslaved African American and a female Native American guide named Sacagawea. The 
team, which Jefferson called the Corps of Discovery, first surveyed the territory that comprised the Louisiana 
Purchase, a vast expanse that reached as far north as present-day North Dakota, south to the Gulf of Mexico and 
stopped at the eastern border of Spanish territory in present-day Texas. The team then crossed the Rockies and 
navigated river routes to the Pacific coast of present-day Oregon. Upon their return, the duo’s reports of the exot-
ic and awe-inspiring new lands they had encountered sparked a new wave of westward expansion. 
 
Jefferson first proposed the exploratory expedition even before Napoleon offered to sell France’s American terri-
tory, which would become known as the Louisiana Purchase, to the United States and had authorization from 
Congress to launch a survey of the area when news of Napoleon’s offer to sell reached Washington. In a stroke of 
luck for the United States, Napoleon had abandoned plans to establish a French foothold on America’s southern 
flank and sold the land to the U.S. to subsidize his conquest of Europe. 
 
Though he did not disclose his intentions to Congress, Jefferson planned to send Meriwether Lewis, his private 
secretary, on a reconnaissance mission that far exceeded the boundaries of the Louisiana Purchase to determine 
how far west the U.S. might extend commerce in the North American fur trade and to assess the viability of fu-
ture territorial expansion into the west. In misleading Congress, Jefferson had temporarily stifled his distaste for 
an abuse of executive privilege to achieve a strategic goal. A product of the Enlightenment, Jefferson was a man 
with strong political principles, but he was also fascinated by what the expedition might yield in terms of scien-
tific discovery and adventure. Jefferson sought to claim more territory for the United States, eliminate foreign 
competition and convert the Indian nations to Christianity, viewing westward expansion as a way for the nation 
to maintain its agrarian values and to ward off the same political perils that plagued what he saw as an increas-
ingly overcrowded Europe. 
 
January 9, 1768,  Englishman Philip Astley stages the first modern circus in London. Trick riders, acro-
bats, clowns, trained animals, and other familiar components of the circus have existed throughout recorded his-
tory, but it was not until the late 18th century that the modern spectacle of the circus was born. Astley, a former 
cavalry sergeant major, found that if he galloped in a tight circle, centrifugal force allowed him to perform seem-
ingly impossible feats on a horse’s back. He drew up a ring and on January 9, 1768, invited the public to see him 
wave his sword in the air while he rode with one foot on the saddle and one on the horse’s head. 
 
Astley’s trick riding received such a favorable response that he soon hired other equestrians, a clown, and musi-
cians and in 1770 built a roof over his ring and called the structure Astley’s Amphitheatre. In 1772, Astley went 
to Versailles to perform his “daring feats of horsemanship” before King Louis XV, and he found France ripe for 
a permanent show of its own, which he founded in 1782. Also in 1782, a competitor in London set up shop just 
down the road from Astley’s Amphitheatre, calling his show the “Royal Circus,” after the Roman name for the 
circular theaters where chariot races were held. In the 19th century, the term “circus” was adopted as a generic 
name for this new form of entertainment. Astley, who lived until 1814, eventually established 18 other circuses 
in cities across Europe. 
 
In 1792, English equestrian John Bill Ricketts opened the first American circus in Philadelphia and later opened 
others in New York City and Boston. President George Washington reportedly attended a Ricketts circus and 
sold the company a horse. Smaller traveling circuses arose in Europe in the early 19th century, visiting towns and 
cities that lacked elaborate permanent shows. Larger traveling tent shows evolved in the 1820s. In 1859, the 
Cirque Napoleon in Paris offered the first “flying trapeze” act, which remains a popular component of the mod-
ern circus. 
 
In 1871, William Cameron Coup and showman P.T. Barnum opened an enormous circus in Brooklyn that they 
dubbed “The Greatest Show on Earth.” Ten years later, Barnum went into business with James Anthony Bailey; 
the “Barnum and Bailey” circuses were so large they required simultaneous performances in three rings. 


