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Martin Luther King Jr. Quotes 
 
While his “I Have a Dream” speech is the most well-
known piece of his writing, Martin Luther King Jr. was 
the author of multiple books, include “Stride Toward 
Freedom: The Montgomery Story,” “Why We Can’t 
Wait,” “Strength to Love,” “Where Do We Go From 
Here: Chaos or Community?” and the posthumously 
published “Trumpet of Conscience” with a foreword 
by Coretta Scott King. Here are some of the most fa-
mous Martin Luther King Jr. quotes: 
 
“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” 
 
“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do 
that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.” 
 
“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands 
in moments of comfort and convenience, but where he 
stands at times of challenge and controversy.” 
 
“Freedom is never voluntarily given by the oppressor; 
it must be demanded by the oppressed.” 
“The time is always right to do what is right.” 
 
"True peace is not merely the absence of tension; it is 
the presence of justice." 
 
“Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about 
things that matter.” 
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January 23, 1849 
Elizabeth Blackwell becomes the first woman to receive a medical degree 
At a graduation ceremony at a church in Geneva, New York on January 23, 1849, Geneva Medical College be-
stows a medical degree upon Elizabeth Blackwell, the first woman in the United States to receive one. Despite the 
near-uniform opposition of her fellow students and medical professionals, Blackwell pursued her calling with an 
iron will and dedicated her life to treating the sick and furthering the cause of women in medicine. 
 
Blackwell’s family was remarkable by any standard. Her father was a staunch abolitionist and 
both her brother and his wife were active in the women’s suffrage movement. Another sister-in
-law was the first female minister to be ordained in a mainstream Protestant denomination, and 
Elizabeth’s younger sister Emily also studied medicine. A gifted student, Elizabeth felt com-
pelled to become a doctor after a conversation with a dying friend, who told her that her ordeal 
had been that much worse because her physicians were all men. Elizabeth’s family approved of 
her ambition, but the rest of society still found the idea of female doctors laughable. It was, 
quite literally, a joke even to the men who accepted her to Geneva Medical College—the question of whether or 
not to accept a woman was put up to a vote of the students, who voted in favor as a practical joke. Nevertheless, 
Blackwell received her acceptance letter and started school in 1847. 
 
Blackwell’s fellow students shunned her. So did the townspeople of Geneva. Her professors complained that 
teaching her was an inconvenience, and one even tried to stop her from attending a lesson on anatomy, fearing it 
would be immodest for her to be present. When Blackwell graduated, the dean of her school congratulated her in 
his speech but went as far as adding a note to the program stating that he hoped no more women would attend his 
school. The sentiment was echoed by the rest of the American medical community—a letter to the Boston Medi-
cal and Surgical Journal described her graduation as a “farce.” Again, Blackwell succeeded in the face of indigni-
ties, not only graduating but publishing her thesis in the Buffalo Medical Journal. 
 
Blackwell set up a clinic for the poor of New York City, where she met what she described as “a blank wall of 
social and professional antagonism,” but remained determined to treat as many patients as possible. She founded a 
hospital, the New York Infirmary for Women and Children, in 1857 with the help of her sister and another proté-
gé, both women who had followed in her footsteps and received medical degrees. She and her sister trained nurses 
during the Civil War and opened their own medical college in 1868. She eventually moved to London, becoming 
a professor of gynecology at the School of Medicine for Women.  
 
Faced with sexist discrimination at every turn, Blackwell not only received her degree and practiced medicine but 
contributed greatly to the education of the first generation of female doctors in America. The profession remained 
notoriously male for many, many years, but the progress that started with Blackwell continues. In 2017, for the 
first time ever, a majority of medical students in the United States were women. 
 
January 26, 1500 

First European explorer reaches Brazil 
Spanish explorer Vicente Yanez Pinzon, who had commanded the Nina during Christopher Columbus’ first expe-
dition to the New World, reaches the northeastern coast of Brazil during a voyage under his command. Pinzon’s 
journey produced the first recorded account of a European explorer sighting 
the Brazilian coast; though whether or not Brazil was previously known to 
Portuguese navigators is still in dispute. 
 
Pinzon subsequently sailed down the Brazilian coast to the equator, where he 
briefly explored the mouth of the Amazon River. In the same year, Portu-
guese explorer Pedro Alvares Cabral claimed Brazil for Portugal, arguing 
that the territory fell into the Portuguese sphere of exploration as defined by 
the 1494 Treaty of Tordesillas. However, little was done to support the claim 
until the 1530s, when the first permanent European settlements in Brazil 
were established at Sao Vicente in Sao Paulo by Portuguese colonists. 



January 01, 45 BC 

The Julian calendar takes effect for the first time on New Year’s Day 
In 45 B.C., New Year’s Day is celebrated on January 1 for the first time in history as the Julian calendar takes 
effect. 
 
Soon after becoming Roman dictator, Julius Caesar decided that the traditional Roman calendar was in dire need 
of reform. Introduced around the seventh century B.C., the Roman calendar attempted to follow the lunar cycle 
but frequently fell out of phase with the seasons and had to be corrected. In addition, the pontifices, the Roman 
body charged with overseeing the calendar, often abused its authority by adding days to extend political terms or 
interfere with elections. 
 
In designing his new calendar, Caesar enlisted the aid of Sosigenes, an Alexandrian astronomer, who advised him 
to do away with the lunar cycle entirely and follow the solar year, as did the Egyptians. The year was calculated 
to be 365 and 1/4 days, and Caesar added 67 days to 46 B.C., making 45 B.C. begin on January 1, rather than in 
March. He also decreed that every four years a day be added to February, thus theoretically keeping his calendar 
from falling out of step. Shortly after Caesar was assassinated in 44 B.C., Mark Anthony changed the name of the 
month Quintilis to Julius (July) to honor him. Later, the month of Sextilis was renamed Augustus (August) after 
his successor. 
 
Celebration of New Year’s Day in January fell out of practice during the Middle Ages, and even those who strict-
ly adhered to the Julian calendar did not observe the New Year exactly on January 1. The reason for the latter 
was that Caesar and Sosigenes failed to calculate the correct value for the solar year as 365.242199 days, not 
365.25 days. Thus, an 11-minute-a-year error added seven days by the year 1000, and 10 days by the mid-15th 
century. 
 
The Church became aware of this problem, and in the 1570s Pope Gregory XIII commissioned Jesuit astronomer 
Christopher Clavius to come up with a new calendar. In 1582, the Gregorian calendar was implemented, omitting 
10 days for that year and establishing the new rule that only one of every four centennial years should be a leap 
year. Since then, people around the world have gathered en masse on January 1 to celebrate the precise arrival of 
the New Year. 
 
January 25,  1905 

World’s largest diamond found 
On January 25, 1905, at the Premier Mine in Pretoria, South Africa, a 3,106-carat diamond is discovered during a 
routine inspection by the mine’s superintendent. Weighing 1.33 pounds, and christened the “Cullinan,” it was the 
largest diamond ever found. 
 
Frederick Wells was 18 feet below the earth’s surface when he spotted a flash of starlight embedded in the wall 
just above him. His discovery was presented that same afternoon to Sir Thomas Cullinan, who owned the mine. 
Cullinan then sold the diamond to the Transvaal provincial government, which presented the stone to Britain’s 
King Edward VII as a birthday gift. Worried that the diamond might be stolen in transit from Africa to London, 
Edward arranged to send a phony diamond aboard a steamer ship loaded with detectives as a diversionary tactic. 
While the decoy slowly made its way from Africa on the ship, the Cullinan was sent to England in a plain box. 
 
Edward entrusted the cutting of the Cullinan to Joseph Asscher, head of the Asscher Diamond Company of Am-
sterdam. Asscher, who had cut the famous Excelsior Diamond, a 971-carat diamond found in 1893, studied the 
stone for six months before attempting the cut. On his first attempt, the steel blade broke, with no effect on the 
diamond. On the second attempt, the diamond shattered exactly as planned; Asscher then supposedly fainted 
from nervous exhaustion. 
 
The Cullinan was later cut into nine large stones and about 100 smaller ones, valued at millions of dollars all 
told. The largest stone is called the “Star of Africa I,” or “Cullinan I,” and at 530 carats, it is the largest-cut fine-
quality colorless diamond in the world. The second largest stone, the “Star of Africa II” or “Cullinan II,” is 317 
carats. Both of these stones, as well as the “Cullinan III,” are on display in the Tower of London with Britain’s 
other crown jewels; the Cullinan I is mounted in the British Sovereign’s Royal Scepter, while the Cullinan II sits 
in the Imperial State Crown. 


