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CHRISTMAS FACTS 
Each year, 30-35 million real Christmas trees are sold in the United 
States alone. There are 21,000 Christmas tree growers in the United 
States, and trees usually grow for about 15 years before they are 
sold. 
Today, in the Greek and Russian orthodox churches, Christmas is 
celebrated 13 days after the 25th, which is also referred to as the 
Epiphany or Three Kings Day. This is the day it is believed that the 
three wise men finally found Jesus in the manger. 
In the Middle Ages, Christmas celebrations were rowdy and rau-
cous—a lot like today’s Mardi Gras parties. 
From 1659 to 1681, the celebration of Christmas was outlawed in 
Boston, and law-breakers were fined five shillings. 
Christmas was declared a federal holiday in the United States on 
June 26, 1870. 
The first eggnog made in the United States was consumed in Captain 
John Smith’s 1607 Jamestown settlement. 
Poinsettia plants are named after Joel R. Poinsett, an American min-
ister to Mexico, who brought the red-and-green plant from Mexico 
to America in 1828. 
The Salvation Army has been sending Santa Claus-clad donation 
collectors into the streets since the 1890s. 
Rudolph, “the most famous reindeer of all,” was the product of Rob-
ert L. May’s imagination in 1939. The copywriter wrote a poem 
about the reindeer to help lure customers into the Montgomery Ward 
department store. 
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1  1948 "Scrabble" the board game was 
copyright registered.  
1925 MR PEANUT was trademark reg-
istered 

2 1969 Patent #3,482,037 was granted 
to Marie V.B. Brown for a home securi-
ty system. 
3 1621 Galileo perfected his invention 
of the telescope.  
1996 James and Jovee Coulter patented 
a glow in the dark glove 
4 1990 Patent #4,974,982 was granted 
to Thomas Nielson for a "keyring pock-
et pen." 

5 1905 Chiclets - gum  
was trademark registered 
6 1955 Volkswagen was trademark reg-
istered 

7 1926 KEEBLER was trademark reg-
istered.  

8 1970 Count Chocula was trademark 
registered.  
1765 Eli Whitney, inventor of the cotton 
gin was born. 

9 1924 WRIGLEY'S gum  
was trademark registered. 
10 1896 Alfred Nobel died. The Nobel 
Prize ceremony is held on this date.  
1996 BED IN A BAG was trademark 
registered 
11 1900 Ronald McFeely obtained a 
patent for a shoe making machine. 

12 1980 The Computer Software Act 
of 1980  
defined computer programs and clari-
fied the extent of protection afforded to 
computer software by law. 

13 1984 Artificial heart recipient Wil-
liam Schroeder suffered his first stroke. 
14 1871 Mark Twain received the 
first  of  three patents for suspenders 

31 1935 A patent for the game 
"Monopoly" was received by Charles 
Darrow. 

 December   
  Inventions 

Sitting Bull killed by Indian police December 15, 1890  
 
After many years of successfully resisting white efforts to destroy 
him and the Sioux people, the Sioux leader and holy man Sitting 
Bull is killed by Indian police at the Standing Rock reservation in 
South Dakota. 
 
One of the most famous Native Americans of the 19th century, Sit-
ting Bull (Tatanka Iyotake) was a fierce enemy of Anglo-Americans 
from a young age. Deeply devoted to the traditional ways, Sitting 
Bull believed that contact with non-Indians undermined the strength 
and identity of the Sioux and would lead to their ultimate decline. 
 
Battle of the Little Bighorn 
In 1876, General Custer and members of several 
Plains Indian tribes, including Crazy Horse and Chief 
Gall, battled in eastern Montana in what would be-
come known as Custer's Last Stand. 
 
However, Sitting Bull’s tactics were generally more 
defensive than aggressive, especially as he grew older and became a 
Sioux leader. Fundamentally, Sitting Bull and those associated with 
his tribe wished only to be left alone to pursue their traditional ways, 
but the Anglo settlers’ growing interest in the land and the resulting 
confinement of Native Americans to government-controlled reserva-
tions inevitably led to conflicts. Sitting Bull’s refusal to follow an 
1875 order to bring his people to the Sioux reservation directly led 
to the famous Battle of the Little Bighorn, during which the Sioux 
and Cheyenne wiped out five troops of Custer’s 7th Cavalry. 
 
After the Battle of the Little Bighorn, Sitting Bull and his followers 
fled to Canada for four years. Faced with mass starvation among his 
people, Sitting Bull finally returned to the United States and surren-
dered in 1883. Sitting Bull was assigned to the Standing Rock reser-
vation in present-day South Dakota, where he maintained considera-
ble power despite the best efforts of the Indian bureau agents to un-
dermine his influence. When the apocalyptic spiritual revival move-
ment known as the Ghost Dance began to grow in popularity among 
the Sioux in 1890, Indian agents feared it might lead to a Native 
American uprising. Wrongly believing that Sitting Bull was the driv-
ing force behind the Ghost Dance, agent James McLaughlin sent 
Indian police to arrest the chief at his small cabin on the Grand Riv-
er. 
 
The police rousted Sitting Bull from his bed at 6:00 in the morning, 
hoping to spirit him away before his guards and neighbors knew 
what had happened. When the fifty-nine-year-old chief refused to go 
quietly, a crowd gathered and a few young men threatened the Indi-
an police. Someone fired a shot that hit one of the Indian police; 
they retaliated by shooting Sitting Bull in the chest and head, killing 
him instantly. Before the ensuing gunfight ended, twelve other Na-
tive Americans were dead and three were wounded. 
 
Sitting Bull was buried in a far corner of the post cemetery at Fort 
Yates. Two weeks later, the army brutally suppressed the Ghost 
Dance movement with the massacre of a band of Sioux at Wounded 
Knee. 



The United States declares war on Japan 
 
On December 8, as America’s Pacific fleet lay in ruins at Pearl Harbor, President Franklin Roosevelt requests, 
and receives, a declaration of war against Japan. 
 
Leaning heavily on the arm of his son James, a Marine captain, FDR walked haltingly into the House of Repre-
sentatives at noon to request a declaration of war from the House and address the nation via radio. “Yesterday,” 
the president proclaimed, “December 7, 1941—a date which will live in infamy—the United States of America 
was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan. No matter how long it may 
take us to overcome this premeditated invasion, the American people in their righteous might will win through to 
absolute victory.” 
 
After the sudden and deliberate attack on Pearl Harbor by the Japanese during World War II, President Roosevelt 
spoke to Congress and the American people. 
 
Roosevelt’s 10-minute speech, ending with an oath-“So help us God”—was greeted in the House by thunderous 
applause and stamping of feet. Within one hour, the president had his declaration of war, with only one dissenting 
vote, from a pacifist in the House. FDR signed the declaration at 4:10 p.m., wearing a black armband to symbol-
ize mourning for those lost at Pearl Harbor. 
 
On both coasts, civilian defense groups were mobilized. In New York, Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia ordered the 
rounding up of Japanese nationals, who were transported to Ellis Island and held in custody indefinitely. In Cali-
fornia, antiaircraft batteries were set up on Long Beach and the Hollywood Hills. Reports on supposed spy activi-
ty on the part of Japanese Americans began pouring into Washington, even as Japanese Americans paid for space 
in newspapers to declare unreservedly their loyalty to the United States. The groundwork was being laid for the 
tragic internment of Japanese Americans, thought a necessary caution at the time but regretted years later as an 
overreaction and bigoted response. 
 
First paper currency is authorized in the Colonies 
 
On December 10, 1690, a failed attack on Quebec and subsequent near-mutiny force the Massachusetts Bay Colo-
ny to issue the first paper currency in the history of the Western Hemisphere. 
 
How U.S. Currency Was Centralized In 1838, U.S. Mint branches were opened across the country to fulfill the 
need for a centralized system of monetary exchange. 
 
France and Britain periodically attacked each other's North American colonies throughout the 17th and 18th Cen-
turies. In 1690, during one such war, Governor William Phips of Britain's Massachusetts Bay Colony made a 
promise he could not keep. After leading a successful invasion of the French colony of Acadia, Phips decided to 
raid Quebec City, promising his volunteer troops half the loot in addition to their usual pay. Soldiers were typical-
ly paid in coins, but shortages of official currency in the colonies sometimes forced armies to temporarily issue 
IOUs—in one case, in the form of cut-up playing cards—which troops were allowed to exchange for goods and 
services until receiving their actual pay. Despite Phips’ grand promise, he failed to take the city, returning to Mas-
sachusetts with a damaged fleet and no treasure. 
 
With a shortage of coins and nothing else to pay the troops with, Phips faced a potential mutiny. With no other 
option, on December 10th, 1690, the General Court of Massachusetts ordered the printing of a limited amount of 
government-backed, paper currency to pay the soldiers. A few months later, with tax season approaching, a law 
was passed removing the limit on how much currency could be printed, calling for the immediate printing of 
more, and permitting the use of paper currency for the payment of taxes. 
 
The currency was initially unpopular for anything except paying taxes, and was phased out. Within a few years, 
however, paper currency would return to Massachusetts. The Bank of England began issuing banknotes in 1695, 
also to pay for war against the French, and they became increasingly common throughout the 18th Century. Paper 
money continued to stoke controversy throughout the early history of the United States, and it was tied to the val-
ue of gold for a surprisingly long time. It was not until 1973 that President Richard Nixon officially ended the in-
ternational convertibility of the U.S. dollar into gold. 


