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December is the first month of winter and the last
month of the yearl. Here are some other facts and triv-
1a about December:

December comes from the Latin decem for “ten”, as it
was the 10th month in the Roman Calendar.

December often marks the beginning of rain, snow, and
cold weather.

National Cookie Day is December 4th.

December 12th is Poinsettia Day.
December is associated with Christmas.
Birthstone: Turquoise, zircon, or tanzanite.
Flower: Holly or Narcissus.

Zodiac signs: Capricorn or Sagittarius.

Blue Bird of
Alexandria /

News

10:30 Friday, December
15-Children’s holiday par- B

o
7 S B o

===/




December 1, 1824 Presidential election goes to the House of Representatives

As no presidential candidate had received a majority of the total electoral votes in the election of 1824, Con-
gress decides to turn over the presidential election to the House of Representatives, as dictated by the 12th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

In the November 1824 election, 131 electoral votes, just over half of the 261 total, were necessary to elect a
candidate president. Although it had no bearing on the outcome of the election, popular votes were counted for
the first time in this election. On December 1, 1824, the results were announced. Andrew Jackson of Tennessee
won 99 electoral and 153,544 popular votes; John Quincy Adams—the son of John Adams, the second presi-
dent of the United States—received 84 electoral and 108,740 popular votes; Secretary of State William H.
Crawford, who had suffered a stroke before the election, received 41 electoral votes; and Representative Henry
Clay of Kentucky won 37 electoral votes.

As dictated by the Constitution, the election was then turned over to the House of Representatives. The 12th
Amendment states that if no electoral majority is won, only the three candidates who receive the most electoral
votes will be considered in the House. Representative Henry Clay, who was disqualified from the House vote
as a fourth-place candidate, agreed to use his influence to have John Quincy Adams elected. Clay and Adams
were both members of a loose coalition in Congress that by 1828 became known as the National Republicans,
while Jackson’s supporters were later organized into the Democratic Party.

Thanks to Clay’s backing, on February 9, 1825, the House elected Adams as president of the United States.
When Adams then appointed Clay to the top cabinet post of secretary of state, Jackson and his supporters de-
rided the appointment as the fulfillment of a corrupt agreement.

With little popular support, Adams’ time in the White House was largely ineffectual, and the so-called Corrupt
Bargain haunted his administration. In 1828, he was defeated in his reelection bid by Andrew Jackson, who
received more than twice as many electoral votes than Adams.

December 9, 1835 The Texan Army captures San Antonio

Inspired by the leadership of Benjamin Rush Milam, the newly created Texan Army takes possession of the
city of San Antonio, an important victory for the Republic of Texas in its war for independence from Mexico.

Milam was born in 1788 in Frankfort, Kentucky. He became a citizen and soldier of Mexico in 1824, when
newly independent Mexico was still under a republican constitution. Like many Americans who immigrated to
the Mexican state of Texas, Milam found that the government both welcomed and feared the growing numbers
of Americans, and treated them with uneven fairness. When Milam heard in 1835 that Santa Ana had over-
thrown the Mexican republic and established himself as dictator, Milam renounced his Mexican citizenship
and joined the rag-tag army of the newly proclaimed independent Republic of Texas.

After helping the Texas Army capture the city of Goliad, Milam went on a reconnaissance mission to the
southwest but returned to join the army for its planned attack on San Anto-
nio—only to learn that the generals were postponing the attack on San An-
tonio for the winter. Aware that Santa Ana’s forces were racing toward
Texas to suppress the rebellion, Milam worried that any hesitation would /
spell the end of the revolution. Milam made an impassioned call for volun-
teers, asking: “Who will go with old Ben Milam into San Antonio?”

Inspired by Milam’s bold challenge, three hundred men did volunteer, and
the Texas Army began its attack on San Antonio at dawn on December 5.
By December 9, the defending forces of the Mexican army were badly
beaten, and the commanding general surrendered the city. Milam, howev- |
er, was not there to witness the results of his leadership—he was killed |
instantly by a sniper bullet on December 7. If Milam had survived, he
might well have been among the doomed defenders of the Alamo that
were wiped out by Santa Ana’s troops the following March.



December 8, 1863, President

Abraham Lincoln offers his con-
ciliatory plan for reunification of the
United States with his Proclamation of
Amnesty and Reconstruction.

By this point in the Civil War, it was
clear that Lincoln needed to make some
preliminary plans for postwar reconstruc-
tion. The Union armies had captured
large sections of the South, and some
states were ready to have their govern-
ments rebuilt. The proclamation ad-
dressed three main areas of concern.
First, it allowed for a full pardon for and
restoration of property to all engaged in
the rebellion with the exception of the
highest Confederate officials and military
leaders. Second, it allowed for a new
state government to be formed when 10
percent of the eligible voters had taken
an oath of allegiance to the United States.
Third, the Southern states admitted in
this fashion were encouraged to enact
plans to deal with the formerly enslaved
people so long as their freedom was not
compromised.

In short, the terms of the plan were easy
for most Southerners to accept. Though
the emancipation of enslaved people was
an impossible pill for some Confederates
to swallow, Lincoln’s plan was charita-
ble, considering the costliness of the war.
With the Proclamation of Amnesty and
Reconstruction, Lincoln was seizing the
initiative for reconstruction from Con-
gress. Some Radical Republicans thought
the plan was far too easy on the South,
but others accepted it because of the
president’s prestige and leadership. Fol-
lowing Lincoln’s assassination in April
1865, the disagreements over the postwar
reconstruction policy led to a heated bat-
tle between the next president, Andrew
Johnson, and Congress.
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December 10, 1690 First paper currency is issued
in the Colonies

On December 10, 1690, a failed attack on Quebec and subsequent
near-mutiny force the Massa-
chusetts Bay Colony to issue
the first paper currency in the
history of the Western Hemi-
sphere.
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ly attacked each other's North
American colonies throughout
the 17th and 18th Centuries.
In 1690, during one such war,
Governor William Phips of
Britain's Massachusetts Bay
Colony made a promise he
could not keep. After leading
a successful invasion of the
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troops half the loot in addition
to their usual pay. Soldiers
were typically paid in coins, but shortages of official currency in the
colonies sometimes forced armies to temporarily issue [OUs—in one
case, in the form of cut-up playing cards—which troops were allowed
to exchange for goods and services until receiving their actual pay.
Despite Phips’ grand promise, he failed to take the city, returning to
Massachusetts with a damaged fleet and no treasure.

With a shortage of coins and nothing else to pay the troops with,
Phips faced a potential mutiny. With no other option, on December
10th, 1690, the General Court of Massachusetts ordered the printing
of a limited amount of government-backed, paper currency to pay the
soldiers. A few months later, with tax season approaching, a law was
passed removing the limit on how much currency could be printed,
calling for the immediate printing of more, and permitting the use of
paper currency for the payment of taxes.

The currency was initially unpopular for
anything except paying taxes, and was phased
out. Within a few years, however, paper
currency would return to Massachusetts. The
Bank of England began issuing banknotes in
1695, also to pay for war against the French,
and they became increasingly common
throughout the 18th Century. Paper money
continued to stoke controversy throughout the
early history of the United States, and it was t
ied to the value of gold for a surprisingly 1
ong time. It was not until 1973 that President Richard Nixon officially
ended the international convertibility of the U.S. dollar into gold.
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