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Happy Holidays

December 1, 1955 - The birth of the modern American
civil rights movement occurred as Rosa Parks was arrested in Montgomery, Alabama, for refusing to give
up her seat to a white man and move to the back section of a municipal bus. Her arrest resulted in a yearlong boycott of the city bus system by African Americans and led to legal actions ending racial segregation
on municipal buses throughout the South.
December 5, 1791 - Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart died a
pauper at age 35 in Vienna, Austria. He had become
seriously ill and rapidly declined, leading to speculation that he had been poisoned, although this was later
proven false. During his brief life, he created over 600
musical compositions and is widely considered one of
the finest composers who ever lived.
December 6, 1865 - The 13th Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution was ratified abolishing slavery, stating,
"Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, save as a
punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been
duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or
any place subject to their jurisdiction."
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December 16 1773 The Boston Tea Party

In Boston Harbor, a group of Massachusetts colonists disguised as Mohawk Indians board three British tea ships and
dump 342 chests of tea into the harbor.
The midnight raid, popularly known as the “Boston Tea Party,” was in protest of the British Parliament’s Tea Act of
1773, a bill designed to save the faltering East India Company by greatly lowering its tea tax and granting it a virtual
monopoly on the American tea trade. The low tax allowed the East India Company to undercut even tea smuggled
into America by Dutch traders, and many colonists viewed the act as another example of taxation tyranny.
When three tea ships, the Dartmouth, the Eleanor, and the Beaver, arrived in Boston Harbor, the colonists demanded
that the tea be returned to England. After Massachusetts Governor Thomas Hutchinson refused, Patriot leader Samuel Adams organized the “tea party” with about 60 members of the Sons of Liberty, his underground resistance group.
The British tea dumped in Boston Harbor on the night of December 16 was valued at some $18,000.
Parliament, outraged by the blatant destruction of British property, enacted the Coercive Acts, also known as the Intolerable Acts, in 1774. The Coercive Acts closed Boston to merchant shipping, established formal British military
rule in Massachusetts, made British officials immune to criminal prosecution in America, and required colonists to
quarter British troops. The colonists subsequently called the first Continental Congress to consider a united American resistance to the British.

December 17. 1903 First airplane flies

Near Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, Orville and Wilbur Wright make the first successful flight in history of a self-propelled, heavier-than-air aircraft. Orville piloted the gasoline-powered, propeller-driven biplane, which stayed aloft for 12
seconds and covered 120 feet on its inaugural flight.
Orville and Wilbur Wright grew up in Dayton, Ohio, and developed an interest in aviation after learning of the glider
flights of the German engineer Otto Lilienthal in the 1890s. Unlike their older brothers, Orville and Wilbur did not
attend college, but they possessed extraordinary technical ability and a sophisticated approach to solving problems in
mechanical design. They built printing presses and in 1892 opened a bicycle sales and repair shop. Soon, they were
building their own bicycles, and this experience, combined with profits from their various businesses, allowed them
to pursue actively their dream of building the world’s first airplane.
After exhaustively researching other engineers’ efforts to build a heavier-than-air, controlled aircraft, the Wright
brothers wrote the U.S. Weather Bureau inquiring about a suitable place to conduct glider tests. They settled on Kitty
Hawk, an isolated village on North Carolina’s Outer Banks, which offered steady winds and sand dunes from which
to glide and land softly. Their first glider, tested in 1900, performed poorly, but a new design, tested in 1901, was
more successful. Later that year, they built a wind tunnel where they tested nearly 200 wings and airframes of different shapes and designs. The brothers’ systematic experimentations paid off–they flew hundreds of successful flights
in their 1902 glider at Kill Devils Hills near Kitty Hawk. Their biplane glider featured a steering system, based on a
movable rudder, that solved the problem of controlled flight. They were now ready for powered flight.
In Dayton, they designed a 12-horsepower internal combustion engine with the assistance of machinist Charles Taylor and built a new aircraft to house it. They transported their aircraft in pieces to Kitty Hawk in the autumn of 1903,
assembled it, made a few further tests, and on December 14 Orville made the first attempt at powered flight. The engine stalled during take-off and the plane was damaged, and they spent three days repairing it. Then at 10:35 a.m. on
December 17, in front of five witnesses, the aircraft ran down a monorail track and into the air, staying aloft for 12
seconds and flying 120 feet. The modern aviation age was born. Three more tests were made that day, with Wilbur
and Orville alternately flying the airplane. Wilbur flew the last flight, covering 852 feet in 59 seconds.
During the next few years, the Wright brothers further developed their airplanes but kept a low profile about their
successes in order to secure patents and contracts for their flying machines. By 1905, their aircraft could perform
complex maneuvers and remain aloft for up to 39 minutes at a time. In 1908, they traveled to France and made their
first public flights, arousing widespread public excitement. In 1909, the U.S. Army’s Signal Corps purchased a specially constructed plane, and the brothers founded the Wright Company to build and market their aircraft. Wilbur
Wright died of typhoid fever in 1912; Orville lived until 1948.
The historic Wright brothers’ aircraft of 1903 is on permanent display at the National Air and Space Museum in
Washington, D.C.

December 27 1968,
Apollo 8 returns to
Earth

December 25 1776 George Washington crosses
the Delaware

During the American Revolution, Patriot General George Washington
Apollo 8, the first manned mission to crosses the Delaware River with 5,400 troops, hoping to surprise a
the moon, returns safely to Earth af- Hessian force celebrating Christmas at their winter quarters in Trenton,
New Jersey. The unconventional attack came after several months of
ter an historic six-day journey.
substantial defeats for Washington’s army that had resulted in the loss
of New York City and other strategic points in the region.
On December 21, Apollo 8 was
launched by a three-stage Saturn 5
rocket from Cape Canaveral, Florida, At about 11 p.m. on Christmas, Washington’s army commenced its
crossing of the half-frozen river at three locations. The 2,400 soldiers
with astronauts Frank Borman,
James Lovell, Jr., and William An- led by Washington successfully braved the icy and freezing river and
ders aboard. On Christmas Eve, the reached the New Jersey side of the Delaware just before dawn. The
astronauts entered into orbit around other two divisions, made up of some 3,000 men and crucial artillery,
failed to reach the meeting point at the appointed time.
the moon, the first manned spacecraft ever to do so. During Apollo
8‘s 10 lunar orbits, television images At approximately 8 a.m. on the morning of December 26, Washingwere sent back home and spectacular ton’s remaining force, separated into two columns, reached the outskirts of Trenton and descended on the unsuspecting Hessians. Trenphotos were taken of the Earth and
the moon from the spacecraft. In ad- ton’s 1,400 Hessian defenders were groggy from the previous
dition to being the first human beings evening’s festivities and underestimated the Patriot threat after months
to view firsthand their home world in of decisive British victories throughout New York. Washington’s men
its entirety, the three astronauts were quickly overwhelmed the Germans’ defenses, and by 9:30 a.m. the
also the first to see the far side of the town was surrounded. Although several hundred Hessians escaped,
moon. On Christmas morning, Apol- nearly 1,000 were captured at the cost of only four American lives.
lo 8 left its lunar orbit and began its However, because most of Washington’s army had failed to cross the
journey back to Earth, landing safely Delaware, he was without adequate artillery or men and was forced to
withdraw from the town.
in the Pacific Ocean on December
27.
The victory was not particularly significant from a strategic point of view, but
On July 20 of the following year,
news of Washington’s initiative raised the
Neil A. Armstrong and Edwin
spirits of the American colonists, who
“Buzz” Aldrin, astronauts of the
Apollo 11 mission, became the first previously feared that the Continental Army was incapable of victory.
men to walk on the moon.

December 10, 1922 Canton Bulldogs claim NFL's first title
On December 10, 1922, the Canton Bulldogs defeat the Toledo Maroons, 190, and are declared the first NFL champion. Canton finishes the season 10-02, allowing 15 points and producing nine shutouts. The league champion is
determined by best regular-season record.

"The Maroons never got within striking distance of Canton's goal," according
to a newspaper account.
The Bulldogs won unofficial championships in 1916, 1917 and 1919 in the
Ohio League before joining the American Professional Football Association
in 1920. That league was renamed the National Football League in 1922.
Future Hall of Famer William Pete Henry, a 5-foot-11, 245-pound tackle and kicker, and player-coach Guy
Chamberlin were the team's stars.
Canton won another championship in 1923, finishing 11-0-1. In 1924, the team played in Cleveland after it
was purchased by business people there and again won the NFL title. Canton took back its Bulldogs in 1925,
but the franchise disbanded after the 1926 season.
The Bulldogs from the era still hold the NFL record for most consecutive games without a defeat (25).

