)

1l New

X

April 2026 April Showers Bring May Flowers Volume: 75
World Autism . What Is Earth Day?
Awareness Da Tlny Tots P]ay- Ever wonder how Earth Day began? The first Earth

wa i y N Day was held on April 22, 1970, when San Francisco
The World Autism Aware- room INEWS activist John McConnell and Wisconsin Senator Gay-
ness Day (WAAD) 2026is mymenen | | lord Nelson separately asked Americans to join in a
on April, 02. It was desig- | April Ist 39 grassroots demonstration. Dealing with dangerously

nated under by the United
Nations General Assembly
resolution "62/139. World
Autism Awareness Day,"
adopted on December 18,
2007, proposed by Repre-
sentatives of the State Qatar,
and supported by all mem-
ber states.

Autism is a disorder of neu-
ral development character-
ized by impaired social in-
teraction and communica-
tion, and by restricted and
repetitive behavior. These
signs all begin before a
child is three years old. Not
many children with autism
live independently after
reaching adulthood, though
some become successful.
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serious issues concerning toxic drinking water, air pol-
lution, and the effects of pesticides, an impressive 20
million Americans—10% of the population—ventured
outdoors and protested together.

President Richard Nixon led the nation in creating the
Environmental Protection Agency, which was fol-
lowed with successful laws, including the Clean Air
Act, the Clean Water Act, and the Endangered Species

McConnell originally had chosen the spring equinox
(March 20, 1970), but Nelson chose April 22, which
ended up becoming the official celebration date.
(Given that the date of the spring equinox changes
over time, it may have made things more complicated
to go with the astronomical event rather than just a
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April 12 1861 Civil War begins as Confederate forces fire on Fort Sumter

The bloodiest four years in American history begin when Confederate shore batteries under General P.G.T.
Beauregard open fire on Union-held Fort Sumter in South Carolina’s Charleston Bay. During the next 34 hours,
50 Confederate guns and mortars launched more than 4,000 rounds at the poorly supplied fort. On April 13, U.S.
Major Robert Anderson surrendered the fort. Two days later, U.S. President Abraham Lincoln issued a procla-
mation calling for 75,000 volunteer soldiers to quell the Southern “insurrection.”

As early as 1858, the ongoing conflict between North and South over the issue of slavery had led Southern lead-
ership to discuss a unified separation from the United States. By 1860, the majority of the slave states were pub-
licly threatening secession if the Republicans, the anti-slavery party, won the presidency. Following Republican
Abraham Lincoln’s victory over the divided Democratic Party in November 1860, South Carolina immediately
initiated secession proceedings. On December 20, the South Carolina legislature passed the “Ordinance of Se-
cession,” which declared that “the Union now subsisting between South Carolina and other states, under the
name of the United States of America, is hereby dissolved.” After the declaration, South Carolina set about seiz-
ing forts, arsenals, and other strategic locations within the state. Within six weeks, five more Southern states—
Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, and Louisiana—had followed South Carolina’s lead.

In February 1861, delegates from those states convened to establish a unified government. Jefferson Davis of
Mississippi was subsequently elected the first president of the Confederate States of America. When Abraham
Lincoln was inaugurated on March 4, 1861, a total of seven states (Texas had joined the pack) had seceded from
the Union, and federal troops held only Fort Sumter in South Carolina, Fort Pickens off the Florida coast, and a
handful of minor outposts in the South. Four years after the Confederate attack on Fort Sumter, the Confederacy
was defeated at the total cost of 620,000 Union and Confederate soldiers dead.
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According to Christians around the world, Easter is a day set

History of Easter

aside to commemorate Jesus' resurrection from the dead. But the
history of Easter is more complicated than that. The name of the
holiday is derived from the name of an ancient, pagan goddess, Eastre, sometimes spelled Eostre. Eastre was
the goddess of spring and worshipped by the Teutonic tribes that the early Christians ministered to.
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At this point, the history of Easter becomes a little complicated. The early missionaries, seeking to convert the
people of the Teutonic tribes, adopted the celebration of Eastre's festival as their own. Since the festival fell
around the same time as the Christian's memorial of Jesus' resurrection, the missionaries simply substituted one
holiday for another. This allowed the new converts to continue their tradition, but its meaning and purpose had
changed.

The history of Easter continued to be complex as the actual date of the celebration was never fully established.
Some linked the memorial to the ancient Hebrew calendar's celebration of Passover. Others linked the date to
the spring equinox. Finally, in 325 A.D. Emperor Constantine met with other church leaders and together they
decreed that Easter would fall on the first Sunday after the first full moon after the spring equinox. However,
the controversy over the holiday's date continues with some the Eastern Orthodox Churches still celebrating it
at the end of Passover week.

The history of Easter wouldn't be complete without mention of the Easter Bunny and Easter Eggs. Both of the-

se common symbols of Easter are derived from ancient, pagan traditions. Eastre's pagan symbol was the rabbit

or hare. The giving and receiving of eggs was also a common tradition in the Teutonic tribes, eggs symbolizing
rebirth and renewal.

With or without the Easter Bunny, Easter today, means victory over death for millions of Christians around the
world. For it was on this day in the history of Easter, that Jesus conquered death and rose again, bringing light,
love, and life to the world forever.



April 02 1917 Jeannette Rankin, first woman
elected to U.S. Congress, assumes office

Jeannette Pickering Rankin, the first woman ever elected to Con-
gress, takes her seat in the U.S. Capitol as a representative from
Montana.

Born on a ranch near Missoula, Montana Territory, in 1880, Ran-
kin was a social worker in the states of Montana and Washington
before joining the women’s suffrage movement in 1910. Work-
ing with various suffrage groups, she campaigned for the wom-
en’s vote on a national level and in 1914 was instrumental in the
passage of suffrage legislation in Montana. Two years later, she
successfully ran for Congress in Montana on a progressive Re-
publican platform calling for total women’s suffrage, legislation
protecting children, and U.S. neutrality in the European war. Fol-
lowing her election as a representative, Rankin’s entrance into
Congress was delayed for a month as congressmen discussed
whether a woman should be admitted into the House of Repre-
sentatives.

Finally, on April 2, 1917, she was introduced in Congress as its
first female member. The same day, President Woodrow Wilson
addressed a joint session of Congress and urged a declaration of
war against Germany. On April 4, the Senate voted for war by a
wide majority, and on April 6 the vote went to the House. Citing
public opinion in Montana and her own pacifist beliefs, Jeannette
Rankin was one of only 50 representatives who voted against the
American declaration of war. For the remainder of her first term
in Congress, she sponsored legislation to aid women and chil-
dren, and advocated the passage of a federal suffrage amend-
ment.

In 1918, Rankin unsuccessfully ran for a Senate seat, and in 1919
she left Congress to become an important figure in a number of
suffrage and pacifist organizations. In 1940, with the U.S. en-
trance into another world war imminent, she was again elected as
a pacifist representative from Montana and, after assuming of-
fice, argued vehemently against President Franklin D. Roose-
velt’s war preparations. On December 7, 1941, the Japanese at-
tacked Pearl Harbor, and the next day, at Roosevelt’s urging,
Congress passed a formal declaration of war against Japan. Rep-
resentative Rankin cast the sole dissenting vote. This action cre-
ated a furor and Rankin declined to seek reelection. After leaving
office in 1943, Rankin continued to be an important spokesper-
son for pacifism and social reform. In 1967, she organized the
Jeannette Rankin Brigade, an organization that staged a number
of highly publicized protests against the Vietnam War. She died
in 1973 at the age of 93.
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April 1 1700, English pranksters begin populariz-
ing the annual tradition of April Fools’ Day by
playing practical jokes on each other.

Although the day, also called All Fools’ Day, has
been celebrated for several centuries by different
cultures, its exact origins remain a mystery.
Some historians speculate that April Fools’ Day
dates back to 1582, when France switched from
the Julian calendar to the Gregorian calendar, as
called for by the Council of Trent in 1563. Peo-
ple who were slow to get the news or failed to
recognize that the start of the new year had
moved to January 1 and continued to celebrate it
during the last week of March through April 1
became the butt of jokes and hoaxes.

These pranks included having paper fish placed
on their backs and being referred to as poisson
d’avril (April fish), said to symbolize a young,
“easily hooked” fish and a gullible person.

April Fools’ Day spread throughout Britain dur-
ing the 18th century. In Scotland, the tradition
became a two-day event, starting with “hunting
the gowk,” in which people were sent on phony
errands (gowk is a word for cuckoo bird, a sym-
bol for fool) and followed by Tailie Day, which
involved pranks played on people’s derrieres,
such as pinning fake tails or “kick me” signs on
them.

Passover, or Pesach in Hebrew, is one of the
Jewish religion’s most sacred and widely ob-
served holidays. Passover commemorates the sto-
ry of the Israelites’ departure from ancient Egypt,
which appears in the Hebrew Bible’s books of
Exodus, Numbers and Deuteronomy, among oth-
er texts. Jews observe the weeklong festival with
a number of important rituals, including a tradi-
tional Passover meals known as a seder, the re-
moval of leavened products from their home, the
substitution of matzo for bread and the retelling
of the exodus tale.

The Passover Story

According to the Hebrew Bible, Jewish settle-
ment in ancient Egypt first occurs when Joseph, a
son of the patriarch Jacob and founder of one of
the 12 tribes of Israel, moves his family there
during a severe famine in their homeland of Ca-
naan.

For many years the Israelites live in harmony in
the province of Goshen, but as their population
grows the Egyptians begin to see them as a
threat. After the death of Joseph and his brothers,
the story goes, a particularly hostile pharaoh or-
ders their enslavement and the systematic drown-
ing of their firstborn sons in the Nile.




