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 World Autism 
Awareness Day 
The World Autism Aware-
ness Day (WAAD) 2024 is 
on April, 02. It was desig-
nated under by the United 
Nations General Assembly 
resolution "62/139. World 
Autism Awareness Day," 
adopted on December 18, 
2007, proposed by Repre-
sentatives of the State Qatar, 
and supported by all mem-
ber states. 
Autism is a disorder of neu-
ral development character-
ized by impaired social in-
teraction and communica-
tion, and by restricted and 
repetitive behavior. These 
signs all begin before a 
child is three years old. Not 
many children with autism 
live independently after 
reaching adulthood, though 
some become successful. 

April 2, 1513   
Ponce de León claims Florida for Spain 
 
Near present-day St. Augustine, Spanish explorer 
Juan Ponce de León comes ashore on the Florida 
coast, and claims the territory for the Spanish 
crown. 
 
Native Americans inhabited the area that became 
known as Florida for thousands of years before any 
European contact. Although other European naviga-
tors may have sighted the Florida peninsula before, 
Ponce de León is credited with the first recorded 
landing and the first detailed exploration of the 
Florida coast. The Spanish explorer was searching 
for the “Fountain of Youth,” a fabled water source 
that was said to bring eternal youth. Ponce de León 
named the peninsula he believed to be an island “La 
Florida” because his discovery came during the 
time of the Easter feast, or Pascua Florida. 



April5, 1792 

George Washington exercises first presidential veto 
 
George Washington exercises the first presidential veto of a Congressional bill on April 5, 1792. The bill intro-
duced a new plan for dividing seats in the House of Representatives that would have increased the amount of 
seats for northern states. After consulting with his politically divided and contentious cabinet, Washington, who 
came from the southern state of Virginia, ultimately decided that the plan was unconstitutional because, in 
providing for additional representatives for some states, it would have introduced a number of representatives 
higher than that prescribed by the Constitution. 
 
After a discussion with the president, Thomas Jefferson wrote in a letter that votes for or against the bill were 
divided along perfectly geographical lines between the North and South. Jefferson observed that Washington 
feared that a veto would incorrectly portray him as biased toward the South.  
 
In the end, Jefferson was able to convince the president to veto the bill on the grounds that it was unconstitution-
al and introduced principles that were liable to be abused in the future. Jefferson suggested apportionment in-
stead be derived from arithmetical operation, "about which no two men can ever possibly differ.” Washington’s 
veto sent the bill back to Congress. Though representatives could have attempted to overrule the veto with a two-
thirds vote, Congress instead threw out the original bill and instituted a new one that apportioned representatives 
at “the ratio of one for every thirty-three thousand persons in the respective States.” 
 
Washington exercised his veto power only one other time during his two terms in office. In February 1797, the 
former commanding general of the Continental Army vetoed an act that would have reduced the number of cav-
alry units in the army. 
 
April 27, 1773 

British parliament passes unpopular Tea Act 
 
On April 27, 1773, the British Parliament passes the Tea Act, a bill designed to 
save the faltering East India Company from bankruptcy by greatly lowering the 
tea tax it paid to the British government and, thus, granting it a de facto monopoly 
on the American tea trade. Because all legal tea entered the colonies through Eng-
land, allowing the East India Company to pay lower taxes in Britain also allowed 
it to sell tea more cheaply in the colonies. Even untaxed Dutch tea, which entered the colonies illegally through 
smuggling, was more expensive the East India tea, after the act took effect. 
 
British Prime Minister, Frederick, Lord North, who initiated the legislation, thought it impossible that the colo-
nists would protest cheap tea; he was wrong. Many colonists viewed the act as yet another example of taxation 
tyranny, precisely because it left an earlier duty on tea entering the colonies in place, while removing the duty on 
tea entering England. 
 
When three tea ships carrying East India Company tea, the Dartmouth, the Eleanor and the Beaver, arrived in 
Boston Harbor, the colonists demanded that the tea be returned to England. After Massachusetts Governor 
Thomas Hutchinson refused to send back the cargo, Patriot leader Samuel Adams organized the so-called Boston 
Tea Party with about 60 members of the radically anti-British Sons of Liberty. On December 16, 1773, the Patri-
ots boarded the British ships disguised as Mohawk Indians and dumped the tea chests, valued then at £18,000 
(nearly $1 million in today’s money), into the water. 
 
Parliament, outraged by the Boston Tea Party and other blatant acts of destruction of British property, enacted 
the Coercive Acts, known to colonists as the Intolerable Acts, the following year. The Coercive Acts closed Bos-
ton to merchant shipping, established formal British military rule in Massachusetts, made British officials im-
mune to criminal prosecution in America and required colonists to quarter British troops. The colonists subse-
quently called the first Continental Congress to consider a united American resistance to what they saw as Brit-
ish oppression. 
. 



April 2, 1917 

Jeannette Rankin, first woman elected to U.S. Congress, assumes office 
 
Jeannette Pickering Rankin, the first woman ever elected to Congress, takes her seat in the U.S. Capitol as a repre-
sentative from Montana. 
 
Born on a ranch near Missoula, Montana Territory, in 1880, Rankin was a social worker in the states of Montana 
and Washington before joining the women’s suffrage movement in 1910. Working with various suffrage groups, 
she campaigned for the women’s vote on a national level and in 1914 was instrumental in the passage of suffrage 
legislation in Montana. Two years later, she successfully ran for 
Congress in Montana on a progressive Republican platform call-
ing for total women’s suffrage, legislation protecting children, 
and U.S. neutrality in the European war. Following her election as 
a representative, Rankin’s entrance into Congress was delayed for 
a month as congressmen discussed whether a woman should be 
admitted into the House of Representatives. 
 
 
Finally, on April 2, 1917, she was introduced in Congress as its 
first female member. The same day, President Woodrow Wilson 
addressed a joint session of Congress and urged a declaration of 
war against Germany. On April 4, the Senate voted for war by a 
wide majority, and on April 6 the vote went to the House. Citing 
public opinion in Montana and her own pacifist beliefs, Jeannette 
Rankin was one of only 50 representatives who voted against the 
American declaration of war. 
For the remainder of her first 
term in Congress, she sponsored 
legislation to aid women and 
children, and advocated the pas-
sage of a federal suffrage 
amendment. 
 
In 1918, Rankin unsuccessfully 
ran for a Senate seat, and in 
1919 she left Congress to be-
come an important figure in a 
number of suffrage and pacifist 
organizations. In 1940, with the 
U.S. entrance into another world 
war imminent, she was again 
elected as a pacifist representa-
tive from Montana and, after 
assuming office, argued vehe-
mently against President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s war prepara-
tions. On December 7, 1941, the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, 
and the next day, at Roosevelt’s urging, Congress passed a formal 
declaration of war against Japan. Representative Rankin cast the 
sole dissenting vote. This action created a furor and Rankin de-
clined to seek reelection. After leaving office in 1943, Rankin 
continued to be an important spokesperson for pacifism and social 
reform. In 1967, she organized the Jeannette Rankin Brigade, an 
organization that staged a number of highly publicized protests 
against the Vietnam War. She died in 1973 at the age of 93. 

April 1, 1621  
The Pilgrim-Wampanoag peace treaty 
 
At the Plymouth settlement in present-day Mas-
sachusetts, the leaders of the Plymouth colo-
nists, acting on behalf of King James I, make a 
defensive alliance with Massasoit, chief of the 
Wampanoags. The agreement, in which both 
parties promised to not “doe hurt” to one anoth-
er, was the first treaty between a Native Ameri-
can tribe and a group of American colonists. Ac-
cording to the treaty, if a Wampanoag broke the 
peace, he would be sent to Plymouth for punish-
ment; if a colonist broke the law, he would like-
wise be sent to the Wampanoags. 
 
In November 1620, the Mayflower arrived in the 
Americas, carrying 101 English settlers, com-
monly known as the pilgrims. The majority of 
the pilgrims were Puritan Separatists, who trav-
eled to America to escape the jurisdiction of the 
Church of England, which they believed violat-
ed the biblical precepts of true Christians. After 
coming to anchor in what is today Provincetown 
harbor in the Cape Cod region of Massachusetts, 
a party of armed men under the command of 
Captain Myles Standish was sent to explore the 
immediate area and find a location suitable for 
settlement. In December, the explorers went 
ashore in Plymouth, where they found cleared 
fields and plentiful running water; a few days 
later the Mayflower came to anchor in Plymouth 
harbor, and settlement began. 
 
The first direct contact with a Native American 
was made in March 1621, and soon after, Chief 
Massasoit paid a visit to the settlement. After an 
exchange of greetings and gifts, the two peoples 
signed a peace treaty that lasted for more than 
50 years. 


